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" ARTICLE IX, CONVENTION =~ . -

B 1 ‘-" (Purjmse of‘the"COhvention)‘ |

The Annual Conventron of the- ASSOClatIOIl shall estabhsh polzcles and programs -
-~ of action for the ensumg year. . All actions of the Convention of. questions of policy and, '

- programs, which are not contrary to this Coristitution, shall be binding on the Board of

Directors, the Executlve Committee, the Officers and all Units, except as hereinafter-

.' ~ provided. No- resolution for change of pohcy or program of action shall be in order
" unless it shall have been’ favorably voted upon at regular legislative meetings of a Unit in-
good’ standmg, or has been submitted by the President and. CEO. The resolutions for =

- policy or program change must be certified by the Pre31dent and the Secretary of the

Unit, and received by the President and CEO in‘the National Office by May lst, annually e

: The Convention shall act. on all such proposed program or pohcy changes dunng its
- Leglslatlve Sess1ons O _ . :

All resolutions contamed in thls packet were adopted by the 98th Annual Conventlon of the NAACP held

S July 7 throngh July 12, 2007 in Detroit, ML “These resolutions have been ratified by the National Board of

Dlrectors on OGtober 20 2007 and are now the Official Policy of the Natmnal ASSOGlatlon forthe
- Advancement of Colored People. ‘ :
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E!iminate Ractst Mlsagynisttc Vtotsnt Words and lmages from the R

o Airways and Other Public Media

WHEREAS fter more than 300-years of hateful wolence and sexual abuse of :
o Afrlcan Amencans espemally Afncan Amencan women by whlte slave owners -

_ and

.“WHEREAS racial and sexual v10|ence agalnst Afncan Amencans contlnued |n 5
" post slavery years where Iynchlng of thousands of Afncan Amencans became a-
K publlc spectacle and a Natlonal dlsgrace and ' : - L

} WHEREAS raclsm and sexlsm have contmued to depnve Afrlcan Americans of
.~ equal treatment and equal opportunity in every aspect of life in these United -~
~ States by laws and by practice, relegating far toe many of all African Amencans o
. to substandard health care, substandard housing, substandard education,
substandard or no employment and substandard cmzenshlp rlghts and

i »WHEREAS this. raclsm and sexnsm |s perpetuated by the constant portrayal of

African Americans-as- lgnorant v;olent vulgar, lazy, immoral, criminal and sexual ~

- freaks with no redeeming positive qualities except to entertaln or prowde revenue - b
‘forthe pnson mdustrlal complex and L i

| WHEREAS the medla and- other publlc airways as weII as the internet convey |

o these negative racist'and sexist. dangerous images and stereotypes on a regular -

- and on going baS!S in talk shows mfotalnment music wdeos and comedy
'shows and : - . .

: ,WHEREAS these ramst and mlsogynlstlc words and |mages perpetuate hate

- ‘dlsrespect and even provoke violence eSpemalIy agalnst ‘African American

‘women,; whether it is produced or promoted by other Afncan Amencans or - ‘ . |

. anyone else. .

‘-_;.THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that all NAACP Unlts petltlon their local radlo Ce

~..and television stations to. dlscontlnue playlng recordmgs that contaln hateful

| ‘“"semst and racist words and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that they petltlon aII retall outlets that sell o
| recordmgs videos and wdeo games that contaln hateful wolent and mlsogymsttc -




_, matenal to remove: such rtems from pubhc dlsplay and requrre proof that a buyer
© s 18- years of age or older;and . . _

- "’BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that aII NAACP, Unlts petmon therr Iocal and state
legislative bodies to levy fines of a substantial amount against. merchants who faal

| .'.'to Iabel such ltems as adult materlal not to be sold to mrnors and

- BE lT FINALLY RESOLVED that all NAACP Unlts petrtlon Iobby and
‘demonstrate to have all state and local pension funds divested from media and

other companies’ that’ develop, promote or air this reprehensible material, and

that, from this day forward, no purveyor of said reprehensrb!e material, be they

- writer, producer artist or performer, promoter, manufacturer, drstrlbutor retailer,

broadcaster ‘or contractor or employee of any of the aforementloned or other

- types of purveyors of said reprehen31ble materlal be- ellgible for or recrplent of an.
' NAACP award of any klnd | -

- 2 Reparattons fer Unpaid Labor Rendered hy Enslaved Persons of Afrleam
'Dsssent . _ T T T ST

: WHEREAS ‘the enslavement of Africans and the Transatlantlc Slave Trade were )

- -appalling" tragedies ‘in the' history of our country, not. only: because of their =

g abhorrent barbarism, but also in-terms of their- magmtude organlzed nature and

) thelr complete negatlon of the human:ty of the enslaved person and

| VWHEREAS the enslavement of Africans constltuted an |mmora| and mhumane-

o ;deprlvatlon of a person s life, hberty and cultural herltage and

' WHEREAS the enslavement of Afrlcans resulted in the ann|h|Iat|on of m|tl|ons of
Africans ‘eviscerating whole cultures, languages, rellglons morals and customs, -
. psychologrcatly destroying its victims; ‘and : :

- "WHEREAS the enslavement of Afncans wrenched its wctrms of thelr hlstory, :
memorles and famllles oha scale never. prevrously wrtnessed and

o WHEREAS the enslavement of Afrrcans fueled the prospenty of our young |

o nat|on allowmg its economy to reap the beneflts of unpatd Iabor of. untold value.

: .THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP supports the Unlted Natlons '-
‘World Conference on Racism'’s position that the enslavement of Afncans and the
' Trans—AtIanttc Stave Trade are cnmes agamst humanlty, and : '

o BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP supports efforts to establlsh'
responsrblllty and racover compensation in trust from prlvate and public
‘companies, - agencies and ‘governmental  entities that beneflted from the .
: 'enslavement of persons of Afrtcan descent and L ‘ :



”BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the. NAACP reafflrms its prewous posmon on -
. reparations; establlshed in 1991, as embodied in H.R. 40 by Representatwe John
-~ Conyers that-demands the United States Government take immediate action to -

- commence hearmgs and to establish a congressional commission to examlne the

B |ssue of reparatlons for descendents of enslaved persons of Afncan descent

: '3 The United Statas Government to Consider Reparatlons to African
Amerlcans (Re-Afﬂnnation of the 1991 and 2003 NAACP Poll(:!)

lWHEREAS in: the United States a natlon forged in a revolutlonary struggle for

- Inalienable human rights, natives of Africa were torn by force from thelr homeland o

| __'and Subjected to the barbantles of instltutlonallzed slavery, and

| ; _WHEREAS in the post-revolutlonary Unlted States slavery was- malntamed by
- governmental fiat, -with violence, depriving Afrlcan-Amencans of freedom of
association, privacy, life, liberty,. property and due process of law in complete

" “abdication of the Splrlt and letter of the Bill of Rights from its inception and

- ratification’ to the enactment and rat|f|cat|on of the Ant| slavery Amendment of )
“1865 and o - - o

'WHEREAS the . dehumamzaﬂon of the African” Amerlcan began by

constltutlonally relegatlng h:s or. her statue to three—flfths (3/5) of a whlte man

| - and -

‘ 'WHEREAS thls contlnued even after the passage of the 14th Amendment in.

1868, .in the. form-of local Jim Crow laws and public p0|ICIeS across America well
into the 20™ century. imposing lasting pohtlcal economic and’ cultural harm - on

generatmns of African-Amencans perS|st|ng to the present day, and =

WHEREAS the Unlted States Government and various states therein have seen .

© fit to take reparative steps for the wounds that they have caused by their bigoted

o sactlons i. e, toward Natrve Amerlcans and Amencans of Japanese heritage; and

WHEREAS these reparative steps can be cited asa payment to the Ottawa and .
Chlppewa Ind|ans of Michigan in the amount of thirty-two million dollars, which
" represents money plus interest on the money promised them by the United
- States Government by a treaty signed in 1836, and to the Klamath Indianis of
Oregon, who were .awarded eighty-one ‘million dollars. and the Chippewa of
Wisconsin, ‘who were awarded thtrty million dollars, and the Sioux Indians of
_South Dakota who were awarded one hundred five mI"IOl'I dollars plus and . '

) ‘WHEREAS the. Umted States Government has acknowledged the cruelty, the

. prejudlce and afrogance, if not the racial hatred, of their acts to confine: Japanese

Americans to concentration camps during World War ll. Said _acknowledgment
resulted in an. agreement to compensate each survwor to the sum of twenty.
;thousand dollars each and - :



WHEREAS Afncan-Amencans suffered, as did Natlve Americans and Japanese-
‘Americans, from broken promises, broken contracts, abandonment of moral

- justice, were deprived of land, of life, of freedom, of property. Further, African
. -Americans labored ‘in the chains of slavery on the farmlands, highways and -
byways of this nation;, and thus contrlbuted erutfulIy toward the growth and
development of thls natron B S S

- THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED that the Natlonal Assomatlon for the'r' -
Advancement of Colored People bring to the attention of the United -States .
Government the obligation on the part of this nation to acknowledge its debt to

: - the Afncan—Amerlcan slaves and the. descendants of slaves and ‘-

UBEIT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the NAACP supports the bl|| by Congressman '
John Conyers of the State of Michigan to create a Congressmnal Commlssron to

- .make. reparation pr0posals to direct descendants of Afrlcan s!aves

4 NAACP Calls to Actlon to Address Racial and Ethnie Disparltles

WHEREAS the NAACP was founded to address eX|st|ng raclal and ethnlc

- disparities; and

N WHEREAS today consrstent raC|aI and ethnlc dlspantres exrst in Educatlon
‘Health Economic Empowerment Crrmlnal Justrce C|V|c Engagement and
Internatlonat Affalrs and . : .

WHEREAS in 2001, the NAACP developed and Iaunched a Natronal Call for
Action in Education document which challenged governors nationwide to reduce
the education-related racial and ethnlc drspant|es n their states by 50% over.a
 five- year penod and : . -

~ WH EREAS as a result of the NAACP's Nat|onal Call for Actron in Educatron

- "NAACP state conferences and local units achieved measurable progress

- . addressing disparities on issues such as class size reduction, flscal equrty, early‘
chridhood educatlon spemal education, etc and .

‘WHEREAS the NAACP must develop a system|c approach to advocacy that

| . ahgns the Assocratlon S natlonal state and local advocacy agendas

‘. THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP Iaunch Calls to Act|on in
“Health, Criminal Justice, Economic Empowerment, Civic Engagement
Internatlonal Affarrs and Guif Coast Recovery, and : :

BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP reaffrrms |ts Natlonal Call to
Actron in Educatron and _ . .



'BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP Calls to Actlon shall establtsh
- numerical disparity gap reducing benchmarks for state and Iocal systems to
. achleve overa set number of years and. . :

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that aIl NAACP state conferences are adwsed to o
present the Calls to Actlon to thelr respectwe state offlcrals ' . ‘

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP Calls fo Actlon shall be reV|ewed o
and evaluated after a flve-year perlod and . : S

‘BE: IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Nataonal office, shall provrde technlcal
. _assistance to the units to support the implementation of the National Calis to ~
: Actlon in order to get state conferences to take approprlate act|on '

- 21_. NAACP Resotutten for Comprehenslve Elactlon Reform

WHEREAS the NAACP belleves that aII Amencans have the constrtutlonally .
protected right to an electoral process that is free; accessrble falr and ‘

L 'accountable and

- WHEREAS the current u. S electoral system is plagued by barriers in- voter
- Lreglstratlon voter education, election administration, election protectlon and Get-
. Qut-The-Vote efforts that lmpede certaln c1t|zens frcm partlmpatlng in local, state,

- -and federal electlons and

| WHEREAS voter rdentmcatron requrrements are burdensome and restrictive
- measures that hinder access to the ballot box for mmorlty, elderly, and young
voters; and : : : ,

. WHEREAS deceptlve pract:ces such as mrsmformauon and polllng Iocatlon
challenges have become common symptoms of a flawed electoral process ‘that
adversely affect communities of color and :




WHEREAS felony dlsenfranchlsement presently lmpedes 5.3 million Amencans o o |

from part|C|patrng in the electoral process due to felony convrctlons desplte L
havrng completed their sentences and R

'WHEREAS the admlnrstratlon of electrons whrch ancludes the malntenance of
voter files; precinct allocation, .and poil worker training. — among: other items — -
. _needs to be enhanced to ensure fair access and management of electrons and o

. WHEREAS absentee ballots — -in many states - requrre voters to submrt therr
- request for an absentee ballot in writing and have an "excuse" for not being abIe '
to appear in person on Electlon Day, and '

""WHEREAS current procedures for i issuing, castrng, and countlng prowsronal
ballots are not unrform and rellable .

' THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP is flrmly commltted to

- advocating for comprehensive election reform that enhances the ability of all
eligible voters to reg|ster to vote, cast mformed ballots and have them counted

,on Elect:on Day, and S ‘ :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP supports pohcres that promote
uniform and non- discriminatory voter |dent|f|cat|on requrrements that are not
flimited to photo |dent|f|cat|on and ; : :

: BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP calls for the end of deceptlve

practlces that confuse, mrslead intimidate, and hinder voters from casting their
ballots on Election Day-and for the. estabhshment of structures and cnmmal

' penaltles for acts of voter suppressron and -

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP calls for the automatlc o
restoration of nghts for ex-offenders upon complet|on of thelr |ncarcerat|on and

. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP calls for the fair access and ,
. administration of elections that includes a uniform and. non-drscnmrnatory method
. for maintaining a public record of all regrstered voters allocatlng suft" cient polllng‘

:locahon resources, and training of poll WOrkers and . . ,

. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP calls for early votlng and |

o " permanent.“no excuse” 'absentee voting to be made available in all 50 statesand .
for a clear and uniform process for the accessrblhty, dlstrrbutlon and countlng of -

_ absentee ballots and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP calls for the estab[rshment of a
‘unifarm and non-discriminatory process fori lssumg casttng and counting

- prowsronal ballots; and



,- BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP calls for the use of venf:able
reliable and trustworthy voting machines and other technalogies that allow voters ‘
to cast a ballot and have it counted on Electlon Day as. weII as |n any audlt

conducted after an electlon : _

2. NAACP Resolutlon for the Automatic Restoratlon of Votmg, Civlc
_ ,Engaqement, Educatlon and Employment nghts for Ex-Offenders

| “WHEREAS the NAACP is the Iargest and oldest CIVI| rights orgamzatlon and has o

} advocated for votlng nghts for all 01t|zens in our somety, and

WHEREAS 53 mllllon Amerrcans are presently dlsenfranchlsed due to a felony =
-'-convictnon and : . _

= WHEREAS apprommately 2 millien ex-offenders who are barred from votlng
: have completed their sentences and ' -

' WHEREAS 13 percent of Afncan Amencan men overthe age of 18 are '
presently dlsenfranchlsed duetoa felony ConVICtIOI'l and

‘WHEREAS states are movmg to restore the nght to vote to people wath a felony |
conwctron and: - o

WHEREAS restonng the rlght to vote strengthens our democracy by lncreasmg
voter parhcrpatlon and helps to mtegrate ex—offenders back into somety

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP reafﬂrms |ts support for =
reform policies and practices that promote the automatic enfranchisement of ex-
offenders who have completed all of the terms and conditions of their sentences
- including voting, education, housing. nghts professmnal llcensure jury and civic'
engagement parhcnpatlon and S :

| BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP wnll partner w:th organizatlons and
" individuals to promate a far-reachlng effort that is focused on restonng ex-
offenders votlng nghts _ :

3 ln Support of Full Votlng nghts for the Cltizens of the Dlstrlct of

. -.Columbla PR SR U B R .
,:WHEREAS over 572 000 reS|dents of the D[strlct of Columbla llke citizens of
‘the fifty states, bear all of the obligations of American citizenship: they are

" required to obey the laws passed by Congress; they pay annually over $3 billion
in federal taxes they serve in the mllitary, and, they fight and d1e In'our wars.



" Yet, they lack the most basic right that should accompany Amencan crt|zensh1p o

o the rlght to fuil votlng representatlon in the Congress and

: WHEREAS in the 206 year hrstory of the District of Columbla Congress has B
ruled over the District with little regard for the promise of America's democracy - ' 3

- that those who govem derive their powers from the govemned. The people of the

~ District of Columbia have not only been left out of decisions affectrng howour .~
} “nation is run, they have been left out of decisions affecting how their own cityis
run. Congress has held exclusive legislative authority to review and modify their -

~local budget.and to annul any Iocal law of the Dlstnct of Columbra to WhICh '

: Congress does not agree; and ‘

WHEREAS the: Drstnct of Columbla has sent thousands of its young men and
women to defend freedom and democracy in-both World Wars, the Korean War,
and the Vietnam War; and the young men and women of the DC National Guard
were the first called to protect our freedom and democracy as the tragedies of
September 11", 2001 unfolded and were also the first deployed to Afghanlstan to
- defend our country's freedom and democracy from terrorlsm and has suffered
more casualtles than have several states and '

. WHEREAS the populatron of the DIStrtCt of Columbla like 8 other states is
~ under one million, but is larger than the state of Wyommg, whrch is stlll entltled to
2 Senators and 1 Representatlve and Col , :

'WHEREAS re5|dents of the District of Columbla are denled the Constltutronal
rlght to appoint its own Judges and to manage its own court and pnson systems
- as guaranteed to crtrzens living in states and - : :

- WHEREAS;, resrdents of the District of Columbra pay fult federal taxes that are
hrgher per caplta than crtrzens of aII 50 states and ‘ .

WHEREAS, the area desngnated as the’ Natronal Capltal Serwce Area for all
- Americans, is a very small portion of the City that is home to Congress, the White
House; the Supreme Court, and the many federal. burldmgs and museums, is-
separate and apart from the 120 neighborhoods where most people live as -
permanent residents of the District of Columbia, with 50 percent havmg resrded
- there for 20 years. or more; and : S

_ WHEREAS in other areas of the country such as Nevada Utah, Arkansas
‘ldaho, Oregon, and California, where the federal government owns a Iarger
percentage of the land than in the District of Columbia, citizens of those states
st|II have a right to vote for representatlon in the natlonal Ieglslature and

.. WHEREAS, the District of Columbia is respon5|ble for most functlons ofa crty,

county, and state’ such as driver ||censure 'vehicle inspections, occupational
Ilcensure insurance and secuntles regulat!on Ilquor control consumer affarrs



',-'workers and unemployment oompensatlon food and drug lnspectron utrl:ty

B regulation, professional licensure, lottery, weights and measures; and is treated.. .
" as astate in over 500 federal laws, including operatlng its own' npolice force, -~

'school system, and has its own legal code and .

: WHEREAS the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constrtutlon provrdes ail

‘ citizens of the United States of America with the guarantee of equal protectlon of . o
S _the Iaws and gwes Congress the power to enforce such guarantee ‘ ‘ :

L THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP affirms its support forfuII ;
~ - voting representation for all citizens, including the residents of the Districtof -+ .

Columbia by endorsing the DC Voting Rights Act, the bipartisan consensus bill -

R “sponsored by Rép. Tom Davis (R-VA) and Delegate Eleanor Holmes' Norton (D- '

DC), that was ‘passed by the' House on Apr|I 19 2007; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED in orderto ensure brpartlsan support in the U S.
. Senate for the “DC Voting Rights Act,” that we strongly encourage NAACP - -
-members from every state to contact thelr Senators to urge’ them to pass thrs o
|mportant Ieglslatlon and : : o

‘BEIT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP through its natlonal reglonal and
local offices and its members will continue to raise awareness and educate the
- American oltlzenry about thls m;ustrce and to take actlon towards a so]utlon L

© CRIMINAL JUSTICE

1. Prometing Restoratlve Justice

o WHEREAS, desprte the fact that Afncan-Arnencans make up tess than 13% of _
. the U.S. population, half of the two million Ameﬂcans mcarcerated in the natlon s
jaI|S and prlsons today are Afncan-Amerlcans and o

" WHEREAS, the effects of thrs mass inoarceration on. the |mpr|soned mdrwduals
and the families they leave behind are nothing short of devastating; as children
- are left without parents, parents without their children, and communities robbed: -
- of promise as well as federal and state resources based on that communlty S
population; and S ‘




WHEREAS the tragedy is magnlfled when severe pnson terms are: d|spensed o
... for poor choices made by very young people such as the case of Genarlow ——
- ‘Wilson who, at the. age of 17, was- sentenced to ten years in prlson for

: '-consensual sex wrth a classmate and

. -'WH EREAS the aims of restoraftve justrce programs are deflned by puttlng key
: -demsaons into the hands of those most affected by crime, making justice more .
.heallng and transformatlve and reducmg the. I|kel|hood of future offenses and

i WHEREAS restoratlve Justlce programs achleve these goals by ensunng that
' offenders accept respon5|b|I|ty for thelr actlons and make reparatlons through

1); Involvmg victims in the process of hotdlng offenders accountabte
2) Focusing on the outcome of repairing harms done and; '
~3) Creating context SpeCIflG plans to meet the needs of the victim and to
- “allow the offenderto provade rest|tut|on and become relntegrated Jnto the
- communlty L . .

. .WHEREAS restoratlve Justlce programs offer an alternatlve to the tradltlonal

- justice system by implementing consequences at the community level that RIS
~ensure safer nelghborhoods restltutlon for wctrms Iower recndlwsm rates fewer
‘ famllles torn apart and : : .

~WHEREAS restoratlve justlce programs focus on rehabllltatlon of offenders who
“without such services, are extremely challenged to find work, secure housmg,

. and manage day—to—day needs and thus become more Ilkely to re- offend and

- perpetuate the cycle of harm to the communlty, and R :

o _WHEREAS restorative Justlce programs ernpower wctlms by offenng them the -
. _opportunity to play a role |n the resolutlon of the crimes by WhICh they were -
B ,‘affected and . ‘A T

WHEREAS more than 90% of those who goto pnson w:II eventually be released
‘and two-thirds of individuals released from prlson will eventually find thelr way
‘back into the justlce system and S : : .

WHEREAS restoratlve justrce is a way to hand jUStlce back to communltles

~.apply common sense and: equity to, sentencnng ahd ensure that people withthe - . =
.~ potential to be oontnbutlng members of soctety, espeCIatIy juvenile offenders, are. -

* ‘not thoughtlessty sacrificed by a 'system that does not consider the Iong term :

) consequences of mcarceratlon wrthout rehabllltatlon and . -

'WHEREAS restoratlve justice offers a path for the pOSSIbI|Ity of reinventrng the

dysfunctlonal American justice system and is known to reduce the recidivism rate "
‘of offenders, resultlng in safer communities and fewer African Amerrcans behind -
bars and : : S : :
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R WHEREAS restoratlve Justlce programs are d|sproport|oriately avallable to those

in wealthy and non-minerity communities, desplte the crucial potential they have o

Sl to'be partlcularly benefrmal to Iow—lncome and mlnonty communltles

. THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED that the NAACP wil advancea Iong term _f' [
- sltrategy to; educate lts membershrp and others on restoratlve Justrce pl'll’lClp|eS
.and programs and B ‘ L

o BE IT. FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP will promote restoratlve justice -

.. principles wherever pcssible, seek expansions in restorative justice programs at

* - the local, state-and national level, and hold state governments accountable for .

~ . collecting data on the status and quality of restorative justice programs to. ensure:

- thatthese programs are equally acceSS|bIe to communatles W|thout race or class .
~ bias. - : o :

e 2 Task Force on Long-Term Prisoners

o WHEREAS the Unlted States mcarcerates a greater proportlon of its: cmzenry
- thanany other nation, imprisoning one-quarter (25%) of the world’s inmates,
. ,whlle composing only one-twentleth (5%) of the planet s pcpulatlon and

o WHEREAS there are cver 200 000 Iong~term prlsoners in the Unlted States R
S mcludlng 132 000 servmg llfe sentences and - o

WHEREAS the numbers of pnsoners servmg Ilfe sentences have mcreased
_, -elghty-three (83%) percent in the last ten years alone and

- jWHEREAS in 1992 there were only one—:n-snx Iifers servmg no parole |
sentences today there are one |n~four servmg naturaI l|fe sentences and

- WHEREAS research demonstrates that the' exploswe penal populatlon '
. increases have nat been the result of violent crime, which has markedly =
- decreased, but rather the result of longer mandatory sentences and more .

_: _restrsctlve parole and commutatlon poI|C|es and :

. _WHEREAS the recidivism rate forthose hav1ng served long-term sentences is
. the Iowest of any term-servmg cohort of pnsoners (20% compared to. 67%) and

- WHEREAS it ccsts upwards of one- mllllon ($1, OOO 000) dollars to mcarcerate a.
person sentenced to life in prlson for 40 years; and o ‘

s WHEREAS unprecedented in: world hlstory, the Un|ted States has now

mcarcerated the largest populatlon of pr:soners who erI die of old age behlnd . |

" bars; and
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.' WHEREAS Supreme Court. Justice Anthony M Kennedy states "Our resources S
- are mlsspent our: punlshments are too severe our sentences too Iong L :

: THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that NAACP Unlts urge thelr state and Iocal
. rgovernments to create “Task Forces on Long-Term Prisoners” to recommend-
~ state strategies mvolvmg the pnson and parole agenmes and other partners as
approprlate and B ‘ . R

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Task Forces recommendatlons ensure
the achlevement cf the hlghest reasonable Ievel of publ|c safety, and

_ _BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Task Forces conS|der the negatlve Iong- s
‘term opportunrty costs to the states resuiting from their. present zealous = -
" incarcerative pohc:es such as the shift of public-higher education from being =~

. “state-supported” to “state-assisted” systems because of the reallocation of pubhc
funds to expand and operate their penal systems necessrtatlng excessuvely

S burdensome tumon increases; and -

, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that among other options the Task Forces
- examine successful and socrally—econommally efflorent Icng-term release ‘

o programs such as Life Line in Canada and

‘,BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Task. Forces be appomted by Governors

L K _"._and the Ieglslatures and complete their work wrthrn 18 months of therr formatlon

:BE iT FINALLY RESOLVED that branch prlson support commlttees and where
e apphcable state ‘conference prison project committees, monitor and report. -

- annuallyon the progress of the Task Force on Long Term Pnsoners in |ts year-
- end unlt actlwty report .
3 Restoratien of Prlseners' I'ell Grant Eliglht[tty

'WHEREAS mcarceratron rates are at hIStOI‘IC hlghs w1th the majonty of
prisoners in the Unlted States belng persons of color;and

‘:WHEREAS reC|dIV|sm rates are’ increasmg, wrth nearly seven—out—-of—ten of
'aII paroled prrsoners belng rearrested wrthln three years of thelr release and |

_- WHEREAS Pcst Secondary Correctronal Educatlon has repeatedly proven tc be
- one- of the most effective rehabilitation opportunltles in corrections, routinely

reducing. recadlvrsm to Iess than 20% and many tlmes to Iess then 10% for-
'graduates and :

' WHEREAS Post-Secondary Correctlonal Educatlon |s one of the most
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' economlcally effrcamous program opportunmes |n correct|ons and

WHEREAS prior. to thelr Pell Grant: ellglbllrty exclusron in 1 994 prlsoners of
“colot composed approxrmately half of all Post- Secondary Correctlonal Education
. enroliments, thus people of color were disproportionately negatively impacted
o when pnsoners were arbltrarlly expelled from the Pell Grant program and

VWHEREAS there are more blaok males lnoarcerated in the natlon S prrsons than. o

- are enrolled on Amerlcan college and universrty oampuses and

WHEREAS higher educatlon is the most |mp0rtant determlnant to economic and
professional success with degree -possessing parolees- havmg the: hlghest'

S -employment and wage rates of: released prlsoners and

WHEREAS the exclusmn of prlsoners from the Peil Grant program dld not '
provide a single additional grant to traditional students, but expelied teng-of--
- thousands of prisoner—students from. Post—Secondary Correctional Education
_ programs resulting in wholesale program closrngs and opportunlty reduct|ons‘
‘across the nation; and N . ‘ S

WHEREAS restoratlon of prisoner Pell Grant ellglblllty will not depnve a smgle’]

‘qualified traditional student of funding, will not substantially affect students’ grant =
~..awards nor cause an overall program cost | increase, while allowing thousands of
- prlsoner-students to return to the edn‘ymg experlence of oollege classrooms and

WHEREAS the Amerlcan H:gher Educatlon Consortlum the - Hlspanro

assaciation of Colleges and Universities, and the National ‘Association for Equal -

Opportunity in Higher Education endorse the restoration of ellglblhty for flnanolal '
aid for “dlsenfranohlsed populatlons mcludmg pnsoners” and '

",WHEREAS the Correotional Educatlon Assoolat|0n C|t|zens Unlted for. the"
. Rehabilitation of Errants, and the Institute for Higher Education’ Policy also'
- advocate the restoratlon of prrsoners Pell Grant eI|g|b|I|ty, and .

'WHEREAS Pe!l Grant funding elig|blllty is cruolal to expanded and eqmtable
Post—Secondary Educatlon opportunlties in Unlted States pnsons

. ."-THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP calls upon the Congress of
- the United States of Amenca to enact legrslatlon to restore prlsoners Pell Grantﬂ
'ellglblhty, and | _

| BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that aII units and members meet _w&th educate' '

- and urge Congress to. restore pnsoners Pell Grant elrgrblhty, and

CBEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that aII unlts also educate thelr members to. the- S
encompassmg ‘socio-economic beneflts of prowdmg hlgher edu_oat|on -
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opportunltles to pnsoners and

BE.IT FINALLY RESOLVED that these units ava:l themselves of opportunltles
to. educate others to these beneﬂts

Resolutlen to Establlsh a Natlonal Program to Empowsr Famlltes and
‘ Communlties 5 _ - L

. WHEREAS African Amerlcan communltles currently face a dlsproportlonate
" number of destructlve forces that threaten to erode the very existence of these
communltfes and - : ‘

WHEREAS the poverty rate for Afrlcan Amerlcans is apprommately 24%
~ compared to the poverty rate for White Americans, which is approximately 8.6%.
~_ Additionally, the poverty rate for African Amerrcan chlldren is apprommately 33% :

r compared to 10% for Wh|te chlldren and ' : L .

, WHEREAS accordlng to the US Census Bureau Afrlcan Amerloan households
~ currently have the lowest-median income among race groups. In 2004, for

example, African American households had a ‘median income of $30,134

~ compared to the median incoime for Hispanic households ($34 241), Whlte
_households ($48 977) and AS|an households ($57, 518) and

! :WHEREAS accordlng to prOjeCtlonS 33% of aII young Afncan Amerrcan men ,
~are involved with the criminal justice system and W|Il spend some tlme ll'! prlson '
~or 1a|l durlng the course of thelr lives; and P :

‘WHEREAS in 2005 the NAACP aff!rmed its. support for U. S Congressman Me!

. Watt's proposed Ieglslat|on (H.R. 4197) that called for the United States ,
President to present a plan to eradicate poverty in the Unlted States by the year
2015 and : o . :

WHEREAS experts belleve that poverty is at the root of many social problems

- _from crime to disrespect-for, and.lack of knowledge of, one S culture to the
deterloratfon of the nuclear fam|ly
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP strongly reafflrms |ts

commitment to the 1993 “National Program to Abolish Poverty,” which urged th'e v

- Association on both a natlonal and local level to join with local organlzatlons to
help build-a movement to end poverty in Amenca and

BEIT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP Iaunch a natlonal Empowerment N

Campaign focused on addressrng and eradlcatlng poverty The Empowerment ‘

~.Campaign will provide a comprehensive approach to, addressmg the- destructrve :

. forces mentioned above, and focus on the following target areas o :
1) Family and Community Flnanclal Empowerment :

- .2) Educational Empowerment . .

3) ‘Health Empowerment o :

4) Crvuc Engagement/Voter Empowerment

~ EDUCATION

NAACP Resolution for Decreasing tho Dropout Rate for Mlnority

Students

' WHEREAS nearly one thlrd of aII hlgh school students and approxrmately half of ,
all minarity high school students drop out of school before graduatlon from hrgh
school and . : : L . :

e WHEREAS many’ of the students drop outof school W|th an. average of ]USt two
- years of htgh school remaimng, and ' .

' WHEREAS rlsrng dropout rates among mrnorrty students have far reachlng

- consequences including a variety of health, economic, and social probiems, -

- including a greater probabrhty of becomlng a part of the cnmlnat justice system
~and - ‘ S .

o LWHEREAS recent research has demonstrated that, over the: course ofa !lfetlme |

on average each new high school graduate would contribute an addltlonal

-  $139,100 in income tax revenue; would save $40,500 in publrc health care costs

and would reduce crime-related. costs by $26,600 i |n companson with a non- high 3

. .school graduate and linclude source]
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" WHEREAS states currently defrne dropouts calculate dropout rates and report
on dropouts in widely varying ways leading to lneffectlve serwces belng rendered

o to students in danger of dropplng out; and

WHEREAS nsmg dropout rates are dlrectiy related to educahonal quallty, and _ : o

. THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP calls on the federal

~ government to require every public school district in the nation to deflne S .
udr0pouts calculate dropout rates and report on dropout rates in a standardlzed L

manner; and

| , BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP calls on states to publlcly report -
- their dropout rates dlsaggregated by race, gender and ethnlcity, and-

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP caIIs on states to dewse ‘
measurable plans to decrease their dropout rates and mcrease their graduatlon
- rates for minonty students and : ‘ ,

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP calls on federal state and Iocal :
. policymakers to devise means of rewarding schools for decreasing dropout rates -
and |ncreasrng graduat|on rates for mlnonty students :

2. NAACP Resolution for Increaslng Natlonal Board Certiﬂed Mlnerity
1 'Teaehers N G . S

WHEREAS there isan rncreasmg shortage of Afrlcan Amencan and mrnonty
teachers in publ:c schools; and . . .

-WHEREAS only 13 percent of tea-c'hers nationwide are African American and =
_ more than 40 percent of all U S schools have ho teachers of color on staff and :

.' | WHEREAS research showe when teachers of color are missmg, mlnorlty ,
- students are more likely to be identified for special education classes, have o
higher absentee rates and tend to be less involved in school act|V|t|es and

" WHEREAS approxumately 2.7 mrlllon new teachers WI|| be needed to jom the s
teaching workforce over the next decade and : )

| - WHEREAS, the No Chl|d Left Behind leglslatlon reqwres that all schools have
~ access to hlghly quallfled teachers forthelr students and S

s WHEREAS teacher certlflcat|on offered by the National Board for Professronal

Teaching Standards offers a nationally accepted sign of quallty in the teaching
profession and a natlonW|de standard for evaluatlng and encouraglng quahty
teachlng, and : s :
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o THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP caIIs on the federal

government to establlsh a special fund to provide states with the means to _
" support African American teachers seekrng certification through the Natronal
' -Board for Professmnal Teaching Standards and

' BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the federal, state and local governments wil .
‘provide financial and other-incentives to encourage Afrlcan Amerlcan students to

B enter the educatlon professmn and

- ‘BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP calls on HBCU s and other ,
- colleges of education nationwide to work with- NAACP state conferences to
develop a range of appropriate cultural competency deveIOpment opportunltles
~ for teacher educatlon students pr[orto graduatuon P

3. Inaccuracies in the E3'°F-'if:.ti¢:m of Africans and African Amerlcans i
: Social Studtes Textbooks _ o

'WHEREAS Strategic !nltlatlve Nlne— Enhancmg Educatronal Excellence Goal 2 '
states: "Examine a-broad range of educational structures and practices with the
- objectives of advocating for edu"cational equity and student-achievement"' and |

WH EREAS the practice of present:ng and perpetuatlng the general percept:on
of the Africans in school history texts as mnately inferior as justification for =
stavery and the treatment of the freedmen following emancipation, does not

- advocate éducational equny and student achlevement of Afrlcan Amencan
students and : S L

. WHEREAS the omission of specn‘lc data‘in documents in today's school hlstory .
- textbooks disproving the statement of inferiority continues, and is a criminal- -
assault upon the hearts, souls and mlnds of Afncan-American students and

' WHEREAS the omlssmn of such data denres Afncan-Amerlcan students a

B ‘knowledge of hlstorlca! facts that would engender pnde in therr lnherltance and

WHEREAS, the skllts of Afncans brought to Amenca W|th thelrforced entry upon , o

- Amenca s shores are ‘not given full credlt in school htstory texts and

'.WHEREAS photographs graphs drawmgs and other :IIustratlons denotingthe =

skills and abilities of slaves are omitted from school history texts, students are
“denied knowledge about the.inventive and creative abilities of the Africans and
their descendants in Amerlca dunng the Ante bellum period in Amerlca and

WHEREAS, school history. texts glorlfy wuth many IIIustratlons the product of .

slave labor, but not the unpaid laborers, describing it as "Klng Cotton" Whlch
' made this country and countnes abroad economlcalty wealthy, and
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L "‘WHEREAS the many sk|lls arts, crafts and creatlve abl|ltleS in music, = .
(examples, Negro Splrltuals and names. of singers, like Elizabeth Taylor -

- ‘Greenfield, born a slave, a talented singer who performed for Queen Vlctona)

-possessed by slaves and ‘free people of color" are not written. aboutnor. © = - -. o
o ‘.||lustrated wrth photographs therefore blatantly omitted from school hlstory texts :
' and ‘ _ , - : ‘ L

| “ ' WHEREAS the serwce of Afncans and Afncan-Amerrcans in each of Amenca s

a - wars'is presented only in statistical numbers without quotes from documents

R _attestlng to the extent of their leadership and battlefield courage and a .
- description of the dire and unsatisfactory condlttons under WhICh thelr serwce

~was’ rendered are omltted and

) | ', -*WHEREAS the service of fugltlve slaves in the Revolutlonary War and the C|V|I
- 'Waris not described with sufficient credit in- school hlstory texts even though

... their service earned for thousands freedom -and

. WHEREAS the servrce of fugltlve slaves called contrabands in the Civil War
- fled to Union lines and by their presence in thousands forced attention to their .
“plight and fight for freedom, served .as scouts, guides and sples and at tlmes B
saved enttre Union regrments from Rebel forces and ‘ '

| -WHEREAS the contrabands enhsted when restnctlons were llfted also became
like encycloped|as to Confederate temtory with their knowledge of the -

- “topography of the land, its roads and bridges and with their eyes and ears gave

- reliable information to'the Union unavailable from any other source, and with their :
~ strength and. abllltles gave service in non-combat tasks which freed so|d|ers to

- ;flght Iecl the Unlon to wctory, and earned thelr freedom and

o WHEREAS blacks served |n the Unlted States Navy in great numbers llttle
_ space is glven to th|s serwce |n the CIVI| War and '

: AWHEREAS, persons in the racral llkeness of Benjamm Bradley, a slave rnventor
“are included. - Bradley, "at the age of sixteen, showed great mechanlcal skill and -

) . with pieces of steel and other materials constructed a worklng ‘model of a steam
- engine and after the sale of his first steam engine, built an engine large enough

- .to drive the first cutter of a sloop-of-war at the rate of sixteen knots an hour.” -
‘ (Katz EveW|tness The Neqro in Amencan HIStOI’V 1967, pp 11 5 116) '

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that an active protest movement begm Wlth

- the examination and evaluation of the school history textbooks of Scott

Foresman, Houghton-Mifflin,-Harcourt and other publishers for ornissions,

distortions, bias, and insufficient coverage of the contributions of Africans and -

. African-Americans in America- with emphasis upon the ante-bellum perlod and
that efforts be made to affect changes in the books; and : :
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I 'BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that thts commlttee demand that publlshers
.t textbooks mclude the sk:lls brought to America by Africans, and that the o
- craftsmanship of persons such as Horace King,.a slave brrdge bUIIder, Thomas - - -
- Day, a free man of color and furniture maker, arid Gilbert Hunt, a'slave carriage: -
- maker and btacksmith, and numerous others; are mcluded in- thelr books and. |f
vavallable thetr photographs are mcluded and ' ‘ :

' BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the commtttee demand that the |nvent|ve ST
L mgenwty, and creative abilities of slaves and "free persons.of color" be included ~
.- in their books to the extent that the “mferlorlty perceptlon“ is ent|rer dlsproved e
B W|th documentary ewdence and ' _ T S

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Norbert Rlllreux whose mventlon

~ revolutionized the production of sugar; slave Henry Blair, inventor of a seed |
~ " planting machine; and Benjamin Banneker, an astronomer, mathematlman and

“"planner for the location of the. CapItoI and other federal buildings:in the nation's =

. ) Vc;apltol-— along with. other irfiventors' biographical summarigs are included in

~school history texts to- further substant[ate the fact that the black race is not an’ |
' |nfer|or race, and A : : . t ‘ _ 3

.BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the commzttee demand that textbooks admlt o
_the wrongs of slavery gven though the proponents of freedom declared in ‘
- documents that"all men were created: equal..." and furthermore that both George
' »Washlngton ‘Thomas Jefferson and most pre5|dents prlor to Abraham LIncoIn

' ,owned slaves and

BE IT. FINALLY RESOLVED that aII students and espemally, Afncan Amencan_ .
- students, will be able to read in their school history texts an accurate account of
‘the contributions of African-Americans (in all fields of endeavor) to the
: ‘settfement growth and development of this country
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'1 .' CIImate Changg and Dlscrimlnatory Praetlces

e ‘-WHEREAS the lmpacts of cllmate change are global the effects are not Spread -

] evenly across the world. Instead, chmate change is likely to. have d|fferent y
:mpacts on people of dlfferent somoeconomlc and racial groups and o

o “WHEREAS The us Congressronal Black Caucus rssued a report entltled “Black

~ Americans and Global Warming: An Unequal Burden® which details the fact that

~_minorities in America and African Americans specrﬂcally are most likely to suffer

- disproportionately as a result of the foreseeable impacts.of climate change whlch y
mclude floodlng, heat waves and hlgh energy prlces and l

. WHEREAS as a result of Iower average income and wealth Afrlcan Amerlcans
.. and other people of color areé more vulnerable to envaronmental polrcres with
: -regresswe impacts. ‘African-Americans spend a hlgher proportion of their i mcome

* . on carboen intensive purchases and therefore are more likely to be impacted by
L _changes in.the higher prices of energy. In as much as market mechanisms.
. reduce the overall costs of emission control, these. methods' can reduce the

- transmltted costs to African Amerlcans and other people of color and

, -WHEREAS Afrlcan Afnericans are already drsproportronately burdened by the '
- health effects of climate change, including deaths during heat waves and from

- worsened air pollution. Similarly, unemployment and economic hardship -

‘associated with climate change W|II faII most heawly on the Afrlcan Amerlcan ‘
'commumty, and :

-WHEREAS Afrlcan Amerrcans are generally maore vulnerable to poilutron

- impacts because of their spatial distribution and may be dlsproportaonately _
worse-off with the use of market mechanisms for pollutants that cause local hot -
'spots, unless addltlonal safeguards are added to limit the lmpact of Iocal

R -concentratlons and

l ,WHEREAS cllmate change is an issue. of global srgnlf!cance and Wl||
' dlsproportlonately affect African Americans, people of color, and dlsadvantaged
) communltles and nelghborhoods across the Unlted States and around the globe
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' THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP shall take a Ieadersh|p role in. -

" advocating for socially just solutions for the envrronment and global. warming that
E ;"W|ll have the lmpact of reducmg racial and ethnlc econom|c dlsparltles and

- -BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Natlonal Assoclatlon forthe Advancement'f '

" ~ of Colored People will educate communities on the impact: of global warming as -

- well as advocate for- legislative policies at the Iocal state-and federal level, and"

- . urge its internationat affairs department to promote policy as'anon- governmental '

‘; organization (NGO) that aims to meanlngfully reduce cllmate change whlch
~impacts communitres of colbr . s ‘

- 2. Suppqrt Call for Reeompensa for Victims of Environmontal Raclsm

-'WHEREAS the Natlonal Assomauon for the Advancement of Colored People

- _has Iong beenan advocate agalnst enwronmental racrsm and

WHEREAS the effects of envrronmental racism are. normally found in areas‘
- inhabited " by -the poor; minority,. and disenfranchised people " who - are
dlsproportlonately harmed by the elements assocrated with the pollutants that are
. germane tothe chemucal causmg elements and : . ‘ '

WHEREAS ‘the mission of the Enwronmental Protection Agency (EPA) since
- 1970, has been and is to protect. human health and the environment: and to work :

o ;foracleaner healthler enwronmentforthe Amerlcan people and

"WHEREAS Titie VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 states: No person in the

" United States shall, on the ground of race, color, or national arigin, be excluded

- from partlcrpatlon in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination * = -

-.,under any program or act|v1ty receiving Federal fmanclal aSS|stance and

WHEREAS flndlngs from the 2007 Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty report o

show African Americans and other people of color make up.the majority (56%) of '

those living. in . nerghborhoods within 1.8 miles of the nation's commercial
' hazardous waste facilities, .nearly double the .percentage in areas beyond 1.8
miles (30%);  people of color make up more than iwo-thirds (69%) in
‘_ nelghborhoods with - clustered facilities; percentages of African Amerlcans‘.
-‘_Hlspamcleatlnos and Asians/Pacific -Islanders in host neighborhoods are 1.7..
2.3, and 1.8 times greater in host neighiborhoods than non- h__ost areas (20% vs.

L ,12%, 27% vs. 12% and 6. 7% vs. 3. 6%) respectively, and-

. ;‘WHEREAS our communltles are |mpacted by the : dlscharge of Tri- Chloro
Ethylene (TCE) and other toxic wastes which decrease the health and increase
'the |nc|dence of harm. to mdrwduals in our communltles

‘.THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP reafflrms |ts 1993 pollcy on; |
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enwronmental just|ce and

"BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Natlonal Assomatron for the

.- Advancement of Colored People strongly advocate before federal, state and local .

: poltcy—makmg bodies as well as those government agencles charged with

' enforcement and protection under these laws to secure economic and

environmental justice for African Amencan families and communities of color |
. adversely impacted by the dlscharge of Tn Chloro Ethylene (TCE) ang: other
. toxic waste mcludlng nuclear waste; and

: BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that  the Natlonal Assocrahon for . the :
Advancement of Colored People demands that the Congress: of the . United
States of America enact laws that will hold ‘goverriment agencies at all levels
~ totally accountabie for harm caused to citizens whether through omission or

* commission; and .

BE IT. FINALLY RESOLVED that the National Assomatlon for the Advancement

o - of Colored People hereby demands that the Congress of the United States of -

America with cooperation from other legislative bodies’ move expeditiously to
|dent|fy solutions, enact laws, appropriate funds and set pol:cy that wnl eradlcate
- the blight of envrronmental racrsm across the natlon

. ,1 NAACP Antt- Tobaeco Pollcy

| WHEREAS tobacco use remains the number-one cause of preventable dtsease
- and death in the Untted States and . ‘

- WHEREAS, active and passive exposure to tobaCCO ‘smoke is projected fo
o contnbute to apprommately 440 000 deaths in the Unlted States each year; and

- WHEREAS despite lower exposure to tobacco Afncan-Amencans are st:il more
likely than Whites to develop and dle from heart dlsease tung cancer and other
Iung dlseases and : .

WHEREAS over the years there has been enormous progress made with
encouraglng people to try to quit, largely through the |mplementat|on of various
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'smokrng cessatron p0|ICIeS that underscore the message that smoklng is bad
and : ,

j WHEREAS several states have shown that spendlng between 50 cents and
-$1.50 per person presenting carefully crafted messages can lower adult smoking. .
“rates by 20 to 35% in one year, and decrease the "start smoklng" rates among

- youth by 25 to 50%; and

. WH EREAS seventy -two percent of Afrrcan Amerrcans are exposed to-
secondhand smoke, compared to 50 percent of whrtes and 435 percent of
Mexican Amencans and . :

S WHEREAS about 40 percent of people in the U S.are protected by Iegrslatron

~ “such as smoke—free workplace laws and clean rndoor air acts; and

. ;WHEREAS many crtres and states have enacted rncreased crgarette taxes and
- launched public health media campargns hlghlrghtlng the negatlve heatth
‘consequences of smoklng, and _ _

§ WHEREAS exposure to tobacco is proven to contrrbute to a number of chronic
diseases including cancer, heart disease, lung dlsease cardlovascular disease,
stroke, and ultlmately death; and R

WHEREAS desplte these polrcy changes and the growrng recognrtlon of the -
‘ dangers of nicotine, about 25 percent of Amencans strII smoke and '-

| 'WHEREAS Afrlcan Amerrcan hlgh schoot students are mcreasrng the|r start—
smokrng rates more rap:dly than young whrtes and ‘

: WHEREAS the NAACP recognrzes the need to prevent the sale of tobacco |
products to minors; and , .

. WHEREAS the results field studies conducted showed that retarlers are
' ]contrnumg to sell tobacco products to mirrors and

‘WHEREAS the most Ilkely way to prohrbrt saIe of tobacco to minors is the

- 7 ‘enforcement of exrstrng state laws; and

: '-WHEREAS more needs to be done to ensure that peOpIe know WHY to qurt
HOW to quit, and WHERE to get support to heip with the qulttrng process and

| WHEREAS lt has been found that tobacco companres drsproportronately market
their products to the African Amierican community; A one-year study found that

" major African-American publications received proportionately higher profits from

crgarette advertrsements than drd other magazrnes The study also found that




these publlcatlons had 12% more C|garette adverhsements than W|despread :
publrcatlons :

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP be strongly opposed tothe _ |
use of smoke and smokeless tobacco products and - o NUU ' |

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP through its natronal reglonal

. and local units, and its members will work to better raise awareness, educate and
"'develop policy and programs.on the. economic, social and health effects =

‘ .assoc|ated W|th tobacco use in the Afrlcan Amerlcan commun:ty, and '

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP instruct its state and Iocal unlts in
- techniqués to direct more of the state tobacco settlementmonles ,to decreasing

: _-tobacco use; and

" BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP formally develop a
- ‘comprehensive and Iong—term strategic plan for sanctions to include fines,-
~ restitution and 1ncarcerat|on to be |ncluded in any leglslatlon and or regulatlon
.and ‘

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP encourage leglslatures to. reqwre
retailers selling tobacco products to secure and renew a license annually witha ‘
~ fee set high enough to fund programs and enforcement agalnst tobacco sales to o
mmors L o _ , : o Co

. BE 1} FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP formally develop a o
" comprehensive, fong-term strategy to advocate for maximum use of “Best Anti-
Tobacco Practices” that would achieve the goal of a smoke-free country by - ‘
N employing evidence-based methods to reduce lnltlatlon and contlnuance of the :

, addlctlve practlce and L S - . .

: BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP dlscourage the targeted and
o drsproportfonate market:ng of tobacco products to Afncan Amencans and other

N minorities; and

- BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all NAACP unlts work at the state and local :
. levels to assure lVled|ca|d funding for nlcotme replacement smokrng cessatlon
products drug abuse servrces and counsellng services; and ‘ :

| BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP support the development of |
- policy that would impose severe sanctions to include fines and rest|tut|on for
lreta|lers that are. caught selllng tobacco to mlnors and.

- THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP commlt to - .
o ellmlnatmg dlspantles in access to tobacco preventlon and cessatlon servrces
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kS 2 Psychiatric Drugs & Foster Care

_ | _ WHEREAS chlldren of color are drsproporhonately represented in the Chrld
. Welfare System with African-Ametican chrldren representlng the brggest segment
: wrthrn the Chlld Welfare System and A

: WHEREAS the FDA has now publrshed strong warnrngs about the dangers of -
" psychiatric drugs being administered to children with side-effects such as

o ‘aggression, mania, heart attacks, sur<:rde and sudden death; and -

. WHEREAS since 1997 funding for chlldren wrth “specrat needs” became ||nked
to psychiatric labeling and drugging with studies now showing the number of * - -
- children labeled as “special needs” jumped from pre- -1997 Ievels of 10% tonow
aver 60% of foster chrldren labeled as “specral needs" and .

' WHEREAS the Calrfornla Youth Connectron has stated that a group home can -
be paid an additional $2,000 to $6,000 per foster youth for overseerng and

" ‘ admrnrsterrng psychlatrlc drugs to children:; and

WHEREAS the California Rules of Court #1 432 5(g) states in emergency

- situations, psychotropic medications may be admmrstered to.a dependent with or

- without court authorization or court delegation of authority to a parentin -
‘accordance with. Welfare and Institutions Code sectron 369, with no clear

‘ '.defrnrtron of what constrtutes an "emergency and :

'WHEREAS, the Adoption and Safe Familiés Act of 1997 establrshed a special
$2,000 baonus for a County to be pa[d for each “special needs” child whose famlly
- rights are terminated and the child is adopted out of the home and

| WHEREAS Guardians and Foster Parents have mherent conflrcts of mterest
" when additional monies are made available to them should they consent tothe -
" use of psychratrrc drugs of foster youth in their care; and o

N WHEREAS wrthout a reoent past history. of psychratrrc medrcatron use, any new

- label and prescription becomes suspect as to'the' legitimacy.of the medrcal need
for foster youth to consume dangerous psychiatrrc drugs and ' :

 WHEREAS, the San Francrsco Chronicle also reported on June 11“‘ 2006 that .
‘the California Blue Ribbon Commission on Foster Care heard multiple reports
from foster youth complainlng about the|r terrible experrences wrth psychratrlc

' drugs and : o . , .

__ WHEREAS |nvest|gatrons in Texas 'Florrda and Mlnnes'ota have also discovered .
a startling percentage of foster youth on mind- -altering drugs, with the State
Controller of Texas reportlng that of the 12, 000 foster youth who recelved

25



o , psychotroplc drugs in 2004 each Chlld averaged 21 psychotroplc drug

Sl "'prescrlptlons ayear.

. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the State and Federal Govemmentpass © .

legislation to end the use of psychiatric drugs for- behawor control of foster: youthtj-zi;_ S
-~ where thers has been no medical or mental health flndlng that 1nd|cates a need e
: for such medlcat[on and ' - - . , _ P

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that foster youth should be given fulI and

o searchlng physical examinations by ron-psychiatric medical. professwnals to.-

-.search for underlying physical |Ilnesses or deﬂmencres ln addltlon toa mental
'health evaluat|on and L : AR o _

. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP demands that whlle in the
~custody of the state, a foster home, or other non-family-of-otigin care, ne child -
. should be prescribed or otherwise be- compelled to take psychlatnc drugs untll full
-'.rnformed consent is obtamed and ' y . -

.' BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that in all cases where parental rlghts have not

. _been terminated, parents will-have the nght to demand due process in controlllng, L

“all attempts to medicate their children for previously undiagnosed psychiatric E
- conditions. Their rights shall include, but not be limited to, second opinions, Iegal
B "guudance and support from the advocacy agency of thelr chonce ‘

, 1 Nattenal Calt to Actlon to Address I-Iouslng Afferdablllty

: WHEREAS home eqwty is'a cntlcal component of wealth butldlng and. currently -
accounts for approxnmately 70% of wealth m the Afncan Amencan communlty,
: and . . . _—

WHEREAS the avallablllty of affordable housmg rs decreasmg across the nat|on 3
and R - _ _ _

| WHEREAS the homeownershlp rate for Afrlcan Amencans is approxumately 26 :
percentage pomts less than the homeownershlp rate for Whlte Amerlcans and -
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| WHEREAS the current shortage of affordable housrng in. most metropohtan

- ‘areas-across the nation creates- severe probléems, especially for minority workers,

‘evenin key occupatlons such as, police officers; teachers and healthcare ".‘ R

£ 5 ""workers that are essenttal to every commumty, and

L WHEREAS Housing Trust Funds are dedicated; sources of publlc revenue at the - SR

: state mty or: county-level that must be spent on affordable housmg, ,and

o WHEREAS Housmg Trust Funds currently exist in 42 states and are belng used
o to address the affordabrllty problem in communrtles across the natlon e

-BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the NAACP in partnershlp WIth the .
' ;Natlonal Association of Home Builders (NAHB), will host a.large-scale housing -

. affordablhty summit to discuss affordable housing solutions such as Housmg L
- Trust Funds that can be. 1mplemented at the: Iocal level; and

| "'BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP work wrth partner organlzatlons

“such as NAHB and the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) to
produce a state level index that assesses the need for affordable housing in -

o _every state'in the nation; disaggregated by race and age of prospectlve home
- seekers to drstrrbute to NAACP unlts and affthates and _

‘ --BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP provade |nformat|on and tramlng
‘materials about Housing Trust Funds to units and engage branches, Women in*
the. NAACP-and the NAACP Youth and College Division to include lnformatlon
--about Housmg Trust Funds in exrstlng and new programmlng

2 Resotution for the Nat!onal Convantlon to Addrass the Homaownership P
- and Foreclosure Crisls Fao;ng the African American Communlty e

‘_WHEREAS many sub- pnme Ienders and specnfrcally those promotmg the so- -
- called “exploding ARMS” loans, disproportionately targeted Afnoan Amencans
. Hlspanlc Amerlcans and. other racrai and ethnlc mlnontles and N

- .‘WHEREAS these |oans are characterlzed by a huge “payment shock’ two to
. three years: after the initial loan is made in which an individual's ‘monthly -
mortgage lncreases dramatmally, usualty by 40% and often tlmes more and

L WHEREAS thlS payment shock" is often accompanied by a prepayment
penatty, often ofaround $6000 and o _

o WHEREAS the |mpact of these Ioans whrch were once. touted as dramatrcal!y

" increasing homeownershlp among our nation's racial and ethnic minorities, will in

- fact be devastatlng to our famlltes and in too many cases, entlre communltles
and
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s - _'WHEREAS too many Amencans a disproportionate number of whom are

African American and Hispanic American, risk losing their homes and their
attempts at building wealth and equrty for themselves in thelr golden years or to

o pass on to thelr chlldren and

: WHEREAS homeownershlp has htstoncally been and ccntlnues to be one of
the most effectlve ways Amerlcans can bLII|d wealth and ' S

WHEREAS home ownershlp in our country can oftent|mes prowde the capltal
‘necessary to educate our children through colleges and universities, in this day
- and age, -a necessity for success and prosperity‘in Amenca Home ownersh|p L
-.can be the single most important determinate for aging Americans, as to whether .
we will live out the sunset years of our Ilves in grace and d:gmty, or squalor and '
: poverty, and : L :

. WHEREAS all over our natlon houses once occupled by Afncan Amencan and
_ H|span|c men, women and. children will be boarded up and sold. The impact on.
- our communltles will be nothlng short of devastatlon demoralrzatlon and
destructlon ‘and S :

. WHEREAS African Americans currently have a medlan net worth 1/1 5th of whlte |
' famllles $5 598 to $88,000; and : . -

WHEREAS 2% of African Amerlcan borrowers and 40% of Hlspamcs receive -
- sub~pnme loans. Even when income is taken into account, African American and *
3 Hlspanlcs recelve a dlsproportlonate number of sub-prlme loans and

. WHEREAS conservatlve estimates seem to agree that 56% of all foreclosures
on-sub-prime loans made in 2005 will be against Afncan Amencan or Hlspanlc
' 'households and . .

' WHEREAS frfty—s:x percent (52%) of ALL loans made to African Amerlcans in
2005 were sub -prime loans (Home mortgage D|sclosure Act data) and

o WHEREAS accordlng to the Mortgage Bankers Assoolatlon srxty percent (60%)

-~ of all sub-prime loans made in the third quarter of 2005 were Non-tradltlonal
‘ mortgages and : :

'WHEREAS by dlsproportlonately foreclosmg on African Amerlcan and HISpanIG

~ .- homeowners, the sub- -prime lenders.are ruining families-and the dreams of -

B people who just wanted some securtty for their future as well as for the future of
l _the|r chlldren and : : :

.1 WHEREAS the future appears very bleak as hundreds of-thousands of Afrlcan

~ Americans who once pursued the Amerlcan dream of ownlng a home and hav:ng
7 ﬂnanclal securlty in the future : l .
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" “THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the NAACP joins with other civil rights,
- housing rights and consumer rights-advocates in calling on lenders, loan se_rwces_ :

. and investors who may hold these reckless sub-prime loans in which the

’mortgage holder finds his or her monthly payment suddenly Increased by 30o0r i
- aven 40%, after the initial “teaser” rate has expired to abide by a moratofium on

foreclosures until borrowers can craft a solutlon to av0|d the horrors of Iosrng our -

homes and our communrtres and

" BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED ‘that the NAACP Housmg Commlttee |mmediate|y
,address this. problem as one of therr hrghest pnontles and

'BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP ca[l for the ehmrnatron of early
: _,payment penalties.on all sub-prime loans which make it dlfflcult for moderate
- income Americans to refinance their mortgages in order to recelve more
_ advantageous and manageable payment terms. :

 INTERNAL AFFAIRS

1. UnitUse of —Credlt Card/Debit Card

E WHEREAS for the purposes of rentmg vehlcles and reservmg hotel rooms and.
- ‘making alrltne reservations most businesses are requmng a credrt card ora deblt
. 'card and :

o ) WHEREAS recognlzmg the need for fiduciary responS|b|I|ty and accountabrllty, ‘
-credit or debit’ transactions should have to go through the same vettlng process

_as checks and

WHEREAS a reqwsmon should be reqmred and transactlons should be
3 authonzed dunng Executrve Commlttee meetings and o

' .THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Pre31dent and CEO and the Chlef

" Financial Officer.of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored -

People shall review the Association’s current policies concerning credit or debrt
transactions for the purpose for securlng hotel reservatrons and alrlrne tlckets
. ‘and onllne service prowders and - : :
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BEIT FINALLY RESOLVED, that the Finance Department shall develop and
distribute appropriate guidance for the use of Credit and. Deblt Cards by the Unlts
. forthe Assaciation no later than January 1, 2008 |

- 2 NAACP Orgahizational Eﬂectlveness Survey

WHEREAS surveys have been shown to be rellable mstruments for gauglng the -
‘ attltudes and opinions of a group of mdwrduals ‘and '

WHEREAS the NAACP has thousands of members and |nd|vrdua|s wrthm the

. leadership ranks of the organization; and thus, a vested interest in gauging their

levels of satisfaction and accord with the policy areas and initiatives articulated -
by the National Office, and assessmg general feedback on the organlzatron s
: advocacy efforts and ‘ .

: WHEREAS no resolutlon currently- exasts on perlodlcally surveylng mternal

7 stakeholders (i.e. members, leadership) on their levels of satisfaction and accord
with the policy areas and initiatives articulated by the Natlonal Ofﬁce and the
orgamzatton S advocacy efforts: and ‘

- WHEREAS the Assomatlon now has a research department that mcludes a

‘dlrector and a policy- manager capable of engaging in this type of surveylng and

| - WHEREAS the Association has successfully conducted a survey of this nature
iinvolving members and leadership attendlng thls year s CIVI| Rights Advocacy
'Tra:nlng Institute (CRATI) and . )

o WHEREAS surveys and/or- polls may be conducted by vanous methods

including, but not limited to, mail, telephone, in-person, and computer/mtemet-

- based technology; and that the data gathered there must be analyzed, o
summarized, and reported out; and that the scope of the survey and the
population to be surveyed is the best determinant of the most effective method to

. be used; and that modern survey techniques make the best use.of

computerlmtemet-based technology from desrgn through issuance, analy5|s
and’ to final report and L

R WHEREAS the conduct of surveys on staff, and/or membershlp, and/or the
general public may be subject to existing. “Human Subjects Research” ‘

- requirements as governed by the “Code of Federal Regulatlons Title 45, Public

‘Welfare, Department of Health and Human Services, Part 46, Protection of  °
Human Subjects,” as periodically revised, and it is in the best lnterest of the -
NAACP- to abide by an applicable requrrements B : :

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP employs computer/mternet |
based technology as its method of first chorce for surveys/polls and :
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- BEIT. FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP. National Office complles Wlth
: any applicable *Human Subjects Research" requlrements and .

' BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP National Offlce conduct a survey
o ofits: internal stakeholders (i.e. members and teadershlp) at least every 3-5 years
 via self-administered questionnaires during the CRATI and that the results be
" reported to the Branch Ieadershlp : - :

3 Raafﬁrmlng the NAACP Commitment to Voter Empawerment and
o Election Pratection , _ _ AT

. WHEREAS the NAACP is the Iargest and oldest civil rrghts organlzatlon that has-
- fought for votlng rlghts and the protectlcn of such rlghts for ali members of our
' somety, and : -

: 'WHEREAS there are an estrmated 24 million Afrlcan Amerlcans who are ehglbte
i to vote in the Unlted States and ‘ o

WHEREAS an estlmated 64. 4 percent of aII ellglble African Amencans are
reglstered to vote and _

WHEREAS an estlmated 56.3 percent of all reglstered Afncan Amerrcans report
,votlng on- Electlon Day, and _ .

-WHEREAS mdwrduals between the ages of 18 and 24 report the Iowest
:'percentages in voter turnout; and ' . . :

WHEREAS there is-a need to bridge the gaps in voter reglstratron and voter
- turnout among African Amerlcans with spema! attentlon to young voters; and -

. "WHEREAS the members of the NAACP stand poused to mcb:llze and address
) the dlspantles in Afrlcan Amerlcan and youth voter reglstratlon and turnout '

| 'THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that NAACP stands commltted to the
development |mplementatlon and documentation of the Voter Empowerment

. 365 Plan that includes voter registration, voter education, election administration,

|  election. protectlon and Get-Out-The- Vote (GOTV) efforts that target Afrrcan .
Americans and young voters and: S

~BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP will pursue funding to develop an-“
innovative and massive mabilization effort to reglster voters and maximize GOTV
efforts on Eiectlon Day; and ' : - -

31



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP will strateglcally plan for voter o
education activities that will contribute to a more. informed electorate by provrdlng ‘
‘ voters with mformatlonal tools and resources; and - N

= BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP will support Iocal state and
federal election reform practices that increase voter registration and part|c|pat|on .
by ensuring that elections are admmlstered ina manner that |s mclustve '
: accurate and accountable and- ‘ l S

. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Assocrat:on lmplement voter educatlon
voter reg|strat10n and voter motrvatlon programs in all of its regular actrwtles and :

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP reafflrms its commltment to =
- continuing to partner with organizations and individuals to promote a far-reachrng
_ effort that is focused on rncreasmg voter part|C|patlon and

‘BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP will 1nvestlgate electlon ‘
- suppression and election fraud and contmue to build strategic partnershrps with
: Ilke-mmded orgamzatrons ‘ . A ,

4. Rameve Article |, Section 1(d) Name and Jurisdlctlon in tha Bylaws for -
rUntts of the NAACP S _ R

' WHEREAS Young Adult Councﬂs as a un|t of the NAACP dllute the strength of
: Branches and ' .

- WHEREAS there currently exists a standlng Young Adult Commtttee of
Branches that serves the same functron of Young Adult Councnls and ,

: WHEREAS Young Adult Commrttees are a better mechamsm to mtegrate and
increase. the actmtres and interests of ‘young adults in the Branches

' THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED that Young Adult Council shall be deleted as
a standing unit of the NAACP and Young Adult Council shall be deleted from the
‘Bylaws for Units of the NAACP in the followmg sections: .

Art:cle |, Section 1(d)-page 1

' Article I, Section 1(e)-page 4
]-Artlcle 1, Sectlon 3(d)-page 1 1
Art_lcle lV_, Section 6-page 17- _18 .
Atticle V, Section 3(d)-page 22 .
Article V, Section 4(e)-page.24

' Artrcle Vi, Sectlon 2(d)-page 30
Art|cle VI, Sectron 3(d) page 32




-Article VII, Section 3(10-a) page 36 =

: Article VIII, Sec‘ti’cmﬂ(d_)-'page 39.
Arllcle VI, S’e:c’tio,n A(f)-page 43 :
Artic.le X, _Section ‘5'—_page__74'-77‘_1:‘ |

8. Change Amc!e I, Sectlon 1(b) Ob]actlves in tho Bylaws for Units of the ;

B NAACP

: Artlcle ll Sectlon 1(b) Objectwes

Purpose of Unlts

,THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED to change Artlcle i, Section 1(b) |n the -
.Bylaws for the Unlts for the NAACP to read as follows : :

In add.ltron its objectrves shail be to _stimulate the Branches Pnson Branches
‘Youth Councils, High School Chapters, College Chapters, Authorized
" Committees and any and all Units of the Association in its jurisdiction to greater ,
activity in the fight for freedom; to revive dormant Units in the State or . '
State/State-Area Co.nference_ to organize new Units; to assist the Associationin -
‘the conduct of the work of the NAACP by increasing support for the Association
by the various Units; to coordinate the aclivities and secure the cooperatron of

..~ Units within the State/State-Area Conference to eliminate d.'scrlmrnatron and

- injustice against minority peopie in the area; fo seek the enactment of laws in the . -
- state legislature which will advance the programs and. pohcres of the Association.

~ With respect of the Youth Units, these objectives should be carried out through
- the Youth and College D|V|S|on of the StatelState-Area Conference ‘

6. Change Artlcle III Section 3(e) Organlzatlenal Structure Chartar
o Ellglblllty Crlterla of Coilage Chapters in. the Bylaws for the Unlts of the
_ NAACP - o TS | RS

;THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED to change Article III, Sectlon 3(e) in the

o Bylaws for the Units of the NAACP to read as follows

- Charter. Ehgrbmty Criteria for College Chapters. College .
.. Chapters shall contain at least 25 members under the age of 25
. and/orwho are currently enrolled asa student in college or
: umversrty ' : :
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T Change Article il Sectien 3(f) Organizatlenal Structure Gharter o =
_ Ellglhlllty Crlteria of Callege Chapters In the Bylaws for t:he Unlts of the S

- THEREFORE BEIT RESOLVED to change Artlcle Ill Sectlon 3(f) in the -
N Bylaws for the Unlts of the NAACP to read as follows ' ‘ .

o Charter Ellg|bll|ty Criteria for Youth Councns Youth Councus shall contaln at -
 -least 25 members who must be under 25 years of age. :

8. Article IV, Section 4(a) Membership in'the Bytawe for the Unlts ofthe < |

' Article v, Sectlon 4(a) Membersh|p
Membershlp in the Branch .

_‘CURRENT

"~ Any person who is a permanent reS|dent or works wnthln a Branch jurlsdlct|on
may become a member of sald Branch .

'.CHANGE
Any person whois a permanent resrdent or works or is in the roll ofa church

within a Branch jurisdiction may becoine a member of said Branch, prowdmg
‘they have paid the annual requisite Regular Adult Membershrp fee '

- 9 Membership. Resolutuon to Amend Artlcle lV SQctton 12 of the Bylaws
o ‘-forUnlts ofthe NAACP TR N P TR R :15
- 10 Membershlp Resolutlon to Amend Arttcle IV Sectlon 13 of the Bylaws
forUnltsoftheNAACP TR RO

11, Membershlp Resolutlon to Amend Artlele IV Seetlen 14 of the Bylaws ‘ -
forUnltsefthe NAACP - Pl e , YD R

12, Membership Resolution to Amend Article |v Adding Seetlon 15to the | |
BylawsforUnits ofthe NAACP B o S

The Board of Dlrectors removed od these resolutions from the Lcket

conswlered for: ratlflcat:on because Membershlg ees and Fee structure is |




- 'the Ieglslatlve province of the Board of'Dlrectore. These resolutions were -

~ in the resolutions committee report because they had to be placed in the - :
- Bylaws for Units for information. During the Convention these resolutions .
were amended in a manner that does not comport with the Constitution of

- the NAACP. The Board of Directors completely understood the sense of
the Convention wuh respect to’ these resolutions and therefore proper and
tlmelv notice will be provided to ) the Board and these resolutions will be on

 the agenda for consnderataon at the Februarv Meetmg of the Natlonal Board

' _of Directors." | N R

13. Article Vii, Sectien 1(2) Duties of omcersofumts -
- Artlcle VII,-Sectlon 1{2) Dutl_es of -Offlcers_ of Unlts -

' PreS|dent | o H | | |

The dutles of the Pre3|dent shali be:

© CURRENT

- To appomt the Chalr and members of all Commlttees not other\lee elected by
the General Membershlp of the NAACP Unit. or the Executive Commlttee '

QCHANGE _'

To appomt the Chalr and members of all Commlttees not othenmse elected by
_the General Membership or the Executive Commlttee of the NAACP Unit; except
~ the Chair of the Youth Work Committee of a Branch or StatelState Area '

; Conference

- 14, Artlcle V!II Sectlon 4(d) Standing CQmmittees and Speclal Commlttees;
of Units - : B L TR TR ;
Artlcie VII[ Sectton 4(d) Standlng Commlttees and Specual Comm|ttees cf Unlts

Standlng Commtttees of Branches | .

CURRENT

- Standing Committee of Branches. The Standmg Committees of the Branch shall - o

be: Communications; Press and Publicity; Community Coordlnatton Education;
Finance; Freedom Fund; Health; Legal Redress; Membership and Life

- Membership; Political Action; Religious Affairs; Youth Work; Women In the
NAACP (WIN); Committee of Armed Services and Veterans Affalrs Economlc

: Development chsnng, and Labor and Industry
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'JCHANGE=

o .'.Standmg Commlttee of Branches The Standlng Commlttees of the Branch shall
- be: Cemmunications; Press arid Publicity: Community Coordination; Educatlon o
- Finance; Freedom Fund Health; Legal Redress; Membershlp and Life: . 2

L Membershlp. Political Action; Religious Affairs; Youth Work; Women In the
“NAACP (WIN); Committee of Armed Services and Veterans Affairs; Economlc

‘Development; Housing; and Labor and Industry, Young Adult Commlttee Pnson o -

' Branch Support and ACT-SO

1 5. Artlcle Vlll Seetlon S(e) Dutles of the Standlng Commlttees ',
7 'Artlcle Vlll Sectron 5(s) Dutles of the Standlng Commlttees -

o The duties of the Standlng Commlttees shall be: -

B;CURRENT

- All Standmg Commrttees shall report in wr.'tmg each month to the Execut.-ve '
| Commrltee atits regular meetmgs : . :

B'VCHANGE

All Standrng Commlttees must have at. least three (3) appomted members All
‘Standing Commlttees shall report in- wrltlng each month to the Executlve o
Commlttee at Its regular meetlngs . - '

'_""16 NAACP Resolutions and Action ltem Policy Sun-Set Provislon

| -_.'WHEREAS the NAACP Annual Convent|on and Board of Dlrectors establlshes
‘the Assomatton s natlonal policy posrtlons through resolutrons and actlon |tems
and : . _ . ‘

".WHEREAS the NAACP has passed over 5 000 natlonal pol|cy resolutlons and o

S act|on |tems since its foundlng in: 1909 and

WHEREAS the NAACP Natlonal Staff is charged wrth executmg plans of actron :

to build the NAACP units’ capacnty to enforce each of the passed resolutlons and T

-actlon |tems and
'WHEREAS l|m|ted flscal ‘resources and capacaty at: the natlonal reglonal state

and local levels make it verydifficult to execute and monltor the large number of'
- resolutlons and actlon items passed smce 1909 and ‘ .
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S VWHEREAS several of the pol:cy posrtrons are outdated WhICh preorpitates a

need for an internal process to revrew prewously passed resolut|ons and actlon

- 'ltems and

B '--WHEREAS a“sun- settlng prOV|S|on causes the enforcement perlod for a pollcy

\_'to set after an ldentrfled time perlod unless the pollcy |s reafﬂrmed for anew tlme -
'penod . S B _

- THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that NAACP “non mternat affalrs" (those not
impacting the NAACP Constltutron and Bylaws), resolutions and action items
should remain active for a period of ten years-—--after this perlod if the resolutuon

coor actlon rtem is- not reafflrmed it will ho Ionger be. aotwe and

g : THEREFORE BE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED that aII eX|st|ng polrcres shalt be .

- reviewed by the President and CEO, and those that should remain active shall be
~referred to the National. Resolutlons Committee for reaffimation and submitted
" to the Annual Convention for approvai durlng the NAACP 2008 Annual

o Conventlon in Clncmnatl OhIO and R ‘

| THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that foIIowrng the reafF rmatlon of
the past policies at the 2008 Annual Convention, annually, in addition to the .

. néwly submitted resolutions and action items, the President and CEO shall
o recommend to the Natronat Resolutions Committee those resolutlons or action

: items that are. subject to the ten-year sun- settrng prowslon that should be
: reafflrmed and y

' ‘-_THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that every two years, the nattonal
staff should produce and update a policy database, accessible to the -
'membershlp, which sets out the Assomatron s pollcy on key |ssues

- 17 NAACP Haspltallty Raport Card

- WHEREAS the mission of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colered People (NAACP) is to ensure the political, educational, social and
_.economic equality of nghts of ali persons and to’ ellmlnate rac:al hatred and racial .
drscrrmlnatlon and =

‘WHEREAS there has been an alarming trend recently where there has been an k
“increase in employment in the hotel |ndustry overall but has decllned for Afrlcan
- 'Amencans and - \ \ . - ,

WHEREAS the Afrlcan Amerlcans that are employed in the hoteI mdustry are

~subjected to de facto segregation, where they are relegated to “back of the
| ‘house jObS and out of more vrsrbte front of the house jobs; and
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: WHEREAS UNITE HERE has taken proactlve steps to ensure these two
alarming trends in the hotel industry are reversed and also has a comprehensive
industry knowledge base which can be useful in determlnlng wh|oh hotel
corporatrons contnbute to these problems and .

- WHEREAS the NAACP Hospltallty Report Card is @ means to promote -

transparency within the hotel mdustry, so that those hotel corporations that are’
- respectful of the Afrlcan Amencan commumty are recognlzed for thelr good
efforts and - ¥ .

. WHEREAS the NAACP Hosp|tal|ty Report Card is a prestlglous publlcatlon read

W|dely by many groups- across a broad |deolog|cal spectrum, which informs the -
buying patterns of mdrvrdual hotel consumers and mdustry meeting planners and

. THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that for the reasons stated above the NAACP
- will more heavily and carefully weigh the treatment of workers — which includes

. {but is not limited to) access to living wages, access to affordable healihcare, o

access to pensmns/affordable retirement savings plans, discrimination and -
freedom to join a Union in an environment free from intimidation and harassment
—when determrnrng grades for hotel operators in 1ts hospltallty report card and

; BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP erI use UNITE HERE ] broad
institutional knowledge base, and will partner with the Union to help gain an

- understanding of these issues and to help inform the grades of the’ hotel

‘_ corporatlons in, the portrons of the hospltalrty report card outlrned above

,18 Retain the Ori.lnal Name of the ACT-SO Program as Dafined by |ts '
Founder, Vernon Jarrett -

: 'JWHEREAS in 1978 Vernon Jarrett founder and creator of Afro Academlc :
- Cultural, Technologlcal and Smentrﬂc Olymplcs heremafter referred to as ACT- :
‘ SO and _ L ‘

'WHEREAS Vernon Jarrett recognlzed that African American youth were without
a venue to develop and showcase thelr scholastic talents and abilrtles and

o WHEREAS ACT-SO has been very successful as a mentorlng tool for youth in
~ preparing them for various professions, such as the sciences, humanltles
' performlng arts visual, arts and entrepreneurshlp, and

'WHEREAS, the Natlonal NAACP has successfully operated the ACT-SO
(program) for 29 years; and

'WHEREAS at the 97" annual ACT-SO competltlon durlng the oraentatlon it was:
observed that the term- “Afro" was eilmlnated from the title of ACT- SO and
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o 'WHEREAS durmg the week of ACT-SO acthlty, it was further observed that .
ACT—SO collateral, including bags, t-shirts, and additional ltems falled to mclude

o ,any reference to the term “Afro”; and

- WHEREAS the full name of the ACT-S0O, "Afro-Academlc Cultural

Technologlcal and Scientific Olympics” was absent from the award ceremony -

. souvemr booklet nor was it referenced dunng the actual award ceremony, and _ '

R WHEREAS since 1978 the term “Afro" has been an integral part of the name L
ACT-S0 and has always been the prelude to our national conventlon

'THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED to remain constant with the vision of the
- founder, the late Vernon Jarrett and, as adopted by the National Board of - l
Directors in 1978, that the NAACP ensures that the word “Afro” is always spelled
. out in all Afro Academic, Cultural, Technological, and Scientific Olympics
literature and paraphernaha and that the program forever maintain its identity
and- relationship as a NAACP program and all ACT—SO collateral malntaln the
NAACP brandlng : . ‘

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP wutl always remember the Iegacy -
of Vernon Jarrett, founder and creator of the ACT-SO program as the Afro- ~ .
‘Academrc Cultural Technologlcal and Scientific O!ymplcs : '

 INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

1. Clean Water o

- The NAACP Calls on the United States Multllateral Organlzatlons Fore|gn
Countries, and: companies to commit to increasing the number of people in
.~ Africa, Latin America, and the Carlbbean who have access to clean water and
sanitation by 50%. : :

-WHEREAS accordlng to Wor!d Health Organlzat|on a total of 1 1 b|II|on people'
donot have access to clean water and 2.6 billion do not have access to o
adequate sanitation, Three hundred thirteen million of those wha do not have
access to clean water and-sanitation are ln Afrlca 100 mllllon are in Lat|n '
Amenca and the Carlbbean and ' :
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_WHEREAS according to Loic Fauchon Presrdent of the World Water CounCII in
2005 “lack of water or its poor quality. . caused 10 times more deaths than aII the
wars waged on the planet together’ and . ' ‘

_WHEREAS access to water is mamly a erSIS for the poor and more than two-
thirds of those without clean water survive on'less than $2 a day. Either poor -
o people are excluded because of a lack of Iegal rights. to claim adequate water, or
* they fall outside the scope of llmlted water mfrastructure that serves Iargely the
- rlch and . :

WHEREAS tnadequate access to safe water is the primary cause of many of the ,

. diseases that afflict Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean. For example, 1.6

~ million children under age 5 around the world died from the consequences of
unsafe water and madequate hygrene and ‘

WHEREAS the World Health Organlzatlon recognrzes 25 major diseases as. -
water related. The death toll as a result of the water related diseases is from 3-6
. million a year.- One water related disease, diarrhea, causes an estimated .
2,187,000 deaths a year, and four billion bouts.of ilness. An additional six
‘million people are blind due to the effects of trachoma. Over 80% of hospital :
‘beds in the developmg world are occupled by patlents wrth water borne dlseases o
and ‘ . . -

WHEREAS unsafe water and madequate santtatlon most negatlvely affect
~ women and children. Women and children bear the primary respon5|bllrty for
' cotlectlng water and maklng it safe to dnnk in many cultures and . ‘ :

WHEREAS women in Africa spend 40 bllllon hours every year col!ectlng water
As demonstrated by the genocide occurring in Darfur, Sudan, women and -
chrldren carrying heavy water containers are afflicted by serious: health problems,
-and are exposed to attacks when walklng to remote water sources. Women are

. often raped and killed as a result of transporting water. - ‘Women and girls suffer
o from rnadequate sanitatlon during childbirth and menstruatlon The lack of

privacy causes girls to drop.out of school, and many girls do not attend school
because they do not have access to clean water and =

—WHEREAS unhke many of the problems that the world s poor face the Iack of .
water and sanitation is a problem that is preventable. 1n 2005, Congress )
passed, and the President signed, the Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor
Act which was enacted with the stated goal of helping to reduce by.one-half the .

i proportion of the world’s people unable to reach or afford safe dnnklng water and

basm sanrtatlon by 201 5 and -

) ', WHEREAS in order to meet the goal nearly 100 m|II|on addltlonai people need
to.galn access to safe drinking water each year The U.S. Goyernment can lead
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this effort by oommlttlng to provide access to safe drmklng water and basm .
sanitation for an additional 10 mllllon people of the world ] poor each year— 10%
of the total and ‘ . ‘

WHEREAS clean and samtlzed water crosses all problem areas. “If proposed
aid is targeted to reach atleast 1 million children, it would address one of the
‘most common reasons for non-attendance in schools (50% of the schools in the

world Iack access to safe dr|nk|ng water and baS|c sanltatlon) and

_ WHEREAS everyone deserves access to clean water and amproved samtatton
and the United States can play a strong Ieadership role in maklng clean water a -
reallty for all. IR ‘ . ‘ ‘

'?-THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP calls on the Uruted States to
appropriate in each fiscal year $500 million to help reach the target of providing
“water and improved sanitation to an additional 10 million people a year. ‘As part
of the-10 million, the target for Africa should be 4 million and Latin America and -
the Caribbean should be 1.5 million a year. One. m|lhon school chlldren should

g _be mcluded in the 10 mI||IOI‘l goal and _

- BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED the appropnatlons Ieglslatlve Ianguage in each
fiscal year until 2015 should specifically state, “That of the funds appropriated
“under this Act, not less than $500 million is hereby appropriated for the '
Development Assistance Account for safe drinking water and sanltatlon supply
projects and shall be expended to implement the Senator Paul Stmon Water for

the PoorAct of 2005 (P.L. 109 121) " and :

- BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED the outlay should be expressed through aline .
itern for “Drinking Water and Sanitation” in the. Development Assistance Account

- for USAID. The fundlng to implement The Water for the Poar Act should be seen

as addltlonal to U.S: Gevernment water and sanitation investments made - -
: pnmarily to address emergency rehef or strateglc concerns of the u. S and

: BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED there should be no demands on countrles to
' _'prlvatlze water supply, and

o _ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED in order to ensure the sustamabihty ofthese |
projects; development will be coordinated with- ongoing efforts to encourage local

- governance reform, local capacity training, innovative; fmancmg, enhanced .

- - technical capablllty, and long-term monitoring and evaluation; and |

- BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED this issue W|II be coordlnated through the NAACP s
International Affairs Department and will ensure that these issues are presented
to the approprlate government agencres pollcy makers and multllateral

K mst|tut|ons




| 2, Establishment of a Point Person for International Affalrs that wIII Link

o Local Units to the Work of the NAACP In that Area

'WHEREAS the NAACP has a Iong hlStOl'y of mvolvement in mternatlonal |ssues o

from the Pan Africanism of Dr. W.E.B. DuBois and the efforts to have U, S.
 Marines withdraw from Haiti, of James Weldon Johnson through the foundlng of
“the United Nations and the callsto end colonialization, through the fight against -

- ,—'apartheld in South Afnca to todays efforts to stOp the klillng in Darfur and

‘WHEREAS, the NAACP has recentfy been re- accredlted as a Non- Governmental
Organization (NGO) to the Unlted Natlons and establtshed an Office of '
' Internatlonal Affalrs and o ‘

'WHEREAS, the strength of the NAACP is in the efforts of ts local units; and
oo WHEREAS presently only a few Iocal umts are actlve in mternatlonal lssues and
WHEREAS the Iocal units.look toward the State Conferences for guudance
THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that each Unlt may appomt a Ilalson g
for International Affairs who can serve to link the work of the National .~ o

. Intemnational Affairs Office with the state orlocal unlts to tncrease the |
o mvolvement of those units with mternatlonal issues. .

-ALABQRf-

1. 80urco of Inooma Discrimlnat!on

WHEREAS the average low income Amerlcan famaly cannot afford decent
housing for their families. Specifically, in 42 states, two workers who earn the -
federal mlmmum wage do not make enough to afford adequate housmg, and

- WHEREAS as real estate prices skyrocket lower i mcome workers have been

- priced out of the housing market. Today more than one in eight Americans spend

- more than half their income on housing and one in three Amerlcans spend more -
than 30% of their i mcome on housmg, and : o
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WHEREAS the number of affordable housrng units av'a'llable to low income - L
Americans is rapidly declining. Since 1993 the number of affordable rental unlts .

has decreased by 1.2 m|H|on and

WHEREAS the demand for federal Section 8 Housmg Chmce Vouchers far

outpaces the supply. The program serves only one in four families eligible for.

_ " ‘Section 8 housing vouchers. Many families have spent years on the waiting list.
" .Under the Bush Adm|n|strat|on the number of new vouchers has falien sharply, —
“and - : : _ :

:WHEREAS Iandlords dlscnmlnate against tenants wath Sectlon 8 Housmg ,
Choice Vouchers Federal law prohibits discrimination in housnng based onrace,

color, natlonal origin, religion, sex, famlly status and disability. In most states,
landlords are permitted to dlscnmlnate against prospect!ve tenants based on

their source of income; and

o WHEREAS studles have shown famllles in need: of housmg gain greater access

to decent, affordable housing when source of i |ncome dlscnmlnation is prohlblted
and - : :

- WHEREAS, econom:cally dtverse communltles are created by the WIde .

acceptance of Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers and such communities have

' the resources to provide better schools social services, jOb opportunltzes and are:
. better able to he!p Iow mcome famllles break the cycle of poverty, and

WHEREAS, twelve states, (CA, CT, ME, MA, MN, NJ, ND, OK, OR, UT, VT, wy

‘have amended their laws to prohibit housing dlscnmlnatlon based on the source
- of income. Other jurisdictions that have similar enactments are Montgomery '
County, MD Chlcago Los Angeles San FranCIsco and Washlngton DC.-

B THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP advocates to add "‘source of, Ce

- income” to the list of unlawful bases for dsscnmlnatlon in the sale or rental of

housing under.the Fair Housmg Act (i. e. T|tIe VII of the CIVI| nghts Act of 1968) o
and | | _

BE IT. FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP strengthen emst!ng campalgns
such as the NAACP STOP Campaign and any other subsequent initiatives that

~support balance and diversity of content in the entertainment industry to create

positive role models for young people and by demandlng more African
Americans and other people of cotor in decrston makmg posmons inthe

. entertamment mdustry

2, Anti-.oiscrimination Resolution in the Construction Industry

WHE'RE.A-S,. the construction :industry-ha's expertenced 'considerable'growth_ in -
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buudmg constructlon and or refurbishing;, creatmg a bOOSt m the lndustry s ]Ob

L market for contractors and subcontractors and

" WHEREAS, the dlspanty that emsts in the awardmg of contracts t0 '003' Affican- .
. American buﬂdlng deveiopers and contractors. suggests drscnmlnatory unethlcal B
o :practlces in how these contracts are. awarded and - o

0 WHEREAS the dlspanty that ex1sts in the ut:llzatlon of Afrlcan-Amencan trades s
people in public and private construction projects suggests dlscnmlnatory and

| .unethlcal practaces |n how these jobs are awarded; and

WHEREAS such practrces have a devastattng impact on the well- belng of
~ African-American communltles due to the Iack of jOb tramrng and jOb placement

- -‘opportunrtles and

WHEREAS the employment of local C|t|zens would aid in Iessenlng the

- unemployment.and poverty. that now exists in African American.communities,
' and other communltles of color that are economlcaily depressed and o

: WHEREAS the awardlng of contracts to Afncan Amencan contractors and sub- |
" " contractors would increase the amount of resources avallable to them and wou!d
. asast in- the upllftmg of communlttes : : : ‘

1 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP wrll monltor such practlces
" that systematlcaliy exclude Africany American contractors and sub- contractors
o from consuderatlon in the awardmg of these contracts and L -‘ !

. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP will advocate before Iocal state

R and federal poltcy—maktng bodies and appropriate governmental regulatory
~._ agencies for fairness for African-American contractors and sub- contractors by -

- insisting on geographlc or affirmative methods specuflcally bonding to ensure- that' B
contracts are awarded to African-American firms to address under-utlhzatlon and .

C ,the expansmn of economlc opportunltles and

-BEIT FURT HER RESOLVED that the NAACP W|II Il’ISiSt on and work to secure
prevalltng and livable wages for construction, JObS performed by contractors o

- _and/or sub contractors performrng work; and

. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP W|II advocate for the. -

!mplementatlon of local hiring practlces that include, (1) extensive and timely
community outreach that ensures the widespread distributioni of information -
concerning job availability; (2) the creation of a balanced workforce by recruiting
 more African Americans for apprenticeship and. tralnmg programs and providing
them w;th support programs to help ensure successful completlon and o
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' BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP oalls on natlonal state and Iocal'- -

- “bariks, developers, other financial institutions and those public and private

‘agencies and organized labor invoived in the constructlon industry and U.S."

" Department of-Housing and Urban Development and the Department of Labor . - B
and its office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs to afflrmatlvely support: S

these efforts and measures

o 3 SupportaNatlonal Minimum Wage lncraase '_ ol

" WHEREAS there are currently more than 4.4 mlllron househo[ds in this country S
" that can be classified as "working poor.” A large percentage of these households ERRE

- are supported by individuals who work fill time at minimum wage jobs and: yet

- remain unable to rise above the government established poverty line." Thls issue

is of central lmportance to the NAACP as.a disproportionate number of m|n|mum

- -wage workers are racnal and ethnic mlnorlty Amencans and '

"*WHEREAS a minimum wage is established by the govemment as the lowest, or .

minimum,; amount that an’ employer may pay an employee living in a partlcular )
jurisdiction.. A I|vmg wage is a term used by advocates- to indicate a fair standard.

o _of financial self~sufflt:|ency that should be expected by a person whao works full

“fime at a year round job. An:income.30% above- federally established poverty

: gurdelmes is often’ consrdered a living wage because it is the level atwhicha-
~person is determined to no Ionger be in need of government assistanceto

.provide « essentlals like food and healthcare to themselves and their family. A -

- living wage ordinance is a bill passed at city level, like the one passed. recently in . |
- -_‘_‘Chacago wh|ch usuaIIy applles only to workers |n partlcular lndustrles and SRR

o WHEREAS the federai minimum wage is currently sét at $5 15 an hour but 24
- states have passed’ Ieglslatlon to raise- wages above the federal minimum. -, -

Washlngton State has the highest state minimum wage at $7.63. Dozens of
"cities have also implemented increases in the minimum wage which are often

o SpeCIflC to particularindustries (such as the recent Ilvmg wage ordinance in

: Chrcago which applres only to blg box retallers such as Target and Wal Mart)
and: : - L ,

WH EREAS Pnnceton econom|sts Davrd Card and Alan Krueger conducted a
. study on minimum wage increases in the fast food industry in Pennsylvania and.
" New Jersey and found that an increase in minimum wage did not negatively
. impagt fast food employment in these states. ' This reséarch is widely cited by
the Economic Policy Institute and other credible Think Tanks to support the
- notion that increases in'minimurm- wage do not cause. significant job-loss or - ;
. reduction of work: hours for exrstlng employees Other researchers have found o
‘that companies paid for increases in wages through. increased effrcrency, ‘
‘ 'reductlon in spendmg for training and recruiting efforts and some loss of
comparny proflt However itis possrble to flnd supporters on both sides of thlS
~ issue, and B : .
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.‘ .WHEREAS the federal mlnrmum wage has held steady fora decade while the -

) fcost of I|vmg has.increased. This means that the buying power of minimum wage

workers has decreased dramatically in that time and'the number of full-t|me :

. workers. ||v1ng in poverty has increased. Campalgns to raise the mlnlmum wage '
S _have also proven to be a catalyst for political activism in. Iow-mcome

communities: A study of living wage initiatives in Nevada and: Florida by the |

-commumty activist group ACORN, showed that living- wage campaigns in those :

. states resulted in the registration of record numbers of new low-income voters

- and motivated many. "Iow—propensny voters to make their voices heard atthe « . o
"‘poHs and S . . ,; o j_' 1 _ o o |

-WHEREAS at the current minimurh wage of $5 15 an hour a worker who works
- 40-hours a week for 52 weeks a year earns $10,712.. This is almost $2 000.
‘ below the 2003 poverty level for.a family of 2 (a parent and a Chlld) N
: e . The Economic Policy Institute estimates that an additional 8.3
~ million workers would benefit |nd|rectly from a minimum wage
.- increase. This means that workers who- currentiy earn close to
o $7.25 would Ilkely see a pay mcrease if federal minimum wage
o increased. -
"' e Anincrease of $2.10 over two years adds $4 400 to. the mcome o of a
- full-time, year-round worker.. Minimum wage workers need an
. ~‘aggressive approach to increasing their salaries.
« - The number of full-time workers living in poverty has |ncreased over
- the last decade as the minimum wage has held- steady and the real
' value of the minimum wage has actually declined because of
inflation. This shows an. increasing concentration of wealth in the
hands of the few, which is unacceptable in a country with the
- democratic ideals of the United States.
» ' Research indicates that raising the minimum wage has hot had a
" negative impact on jobs, employment, or inflation. Rather, since
the last increase in the minimum wage in 1996 and 1997 the :
. economy has continued to grow.
. & The benefits of an'increase in the minimum wage are Ilmlted |fthe
~increase is spread over too many years. ‘The buying power of a
. 'wage iricrease decreases each year as the cost of living and
" expenses such as energy, housmg, educatron and food contlnue to o
.~ climb, : :
e Ani increase in the mlnlmum wage should not harm some of our _
" nation’s most vuinerable hard warkers: those who depend on tips to
“survive. Mmlmum wage ballot initiatives and legistation should not
' count tips agalnst the falr mmlmum wage for these. jObS

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP supports the passage of .
Ieglslatlon that lncreases the minimum wage from $5.15tc a mlnlmum of $7.25
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, 'and tles to the Consumer Pnce Index in order’ to keep real wages in Ime W|th

- mcreases in the cost of !:vung

"‘_'THEREFORE BE |T FINALLY RESOLVED, that the NAACP Natlonal Offlce in_

. “coordination with state: and local units urge local, state, and federal elected - _
;.Erepresentatwes to sponsor minimum wage. leglslatlon that raises the mlnlmum o
- wage in their respective localities, work in coalition with.labor unions, faith groups B

and other community groups to 'support current initiatives at'the, state and local -
- level and, if there is'not a current |n|t|at|ve to support work to get a I|V|ng wage
: r|n|t|at|ve on the ballot T , .

LEGAL

. 1 Natlonal Call to Action to End Illegal Federal Government Spymg on
Amarican Cntlzans : , . o :

o WHEREAS in 1978 Congress enacted and Presndent Jlmmy Carter S|gned the
- Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA), Pub. L. 95-511, Title |, 92 Stat. 19?6' '
. {Oct. 25, 1978) in response to revelations in 1976 of the federal government's

- widespread. abuse of surveillance and intelligence powers agamst Amencans

- ‘durlng the Cold War; and ‘ .

- j'-WHEREAS the NAACP was lnvestlgated for more than twenty-ﬂve years , _
_because it mlght have “had connections with" the Communist Party—despite the -

- fact that nothing was ever found to rebut a report from the very first year of the -

V, . investigation that the NAACP had a “strong tendency” to-“steer clear of

Communist activities.” Senate Select Comm. to Study Governmental Opefatlons

with Respect to Intelligence Activities, Supplementary Detailed Staff Reports on -~ |

" Inteliigence Activities and.the Rights of Americans (Book III) S. Rep No. 94-755,
‘at 4-5 (1976)(Church Commtttee Book’ HI) and o

WHEREAS dunng that tlme the government gathered extenslve inside

o information about NAACP lobbying and advocacy efforts through electronic

- “surveillance, id. at 232, while the FBI's extensive reports on the NAACP were
: shared with milltary lntelllgence Id at 81 n. 350 and - :
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WHEREAS warrant Iess survelllance prompted the government to take actions
" that undermined the NAACP and its work. For example, an FBl memo submitted .

1o Presrdent Dwight D. E|senhower containing misstatements about communist

- influence on the NAACP “reinforced the Presrdent s lncllnatron to passw:ty on
clvrl nghts Ieglstatlon " Id. at 251 and

WHEREAS other targets for FBI and/or Army mtellrgence coIIectlon lnctuded ,
- Southemn Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), Council for Racial Equahty o
" (CORE), Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) the Urban .

League, the Anti- Defamatlon League of B’ nai B rith (ADL) and other actav:st .
organlzatlons Id at 105 167 and ' , .

. WHEREAS FISA prohlblted any electronlc survetilance of Amerlcans for national
' securrty purposes except pursuant to carefully callbrated statutory protections; -
‘ and S . _

. WHEREAS in 2001 F’reS1dent Bush authorrzed a new classmed Natlonal

Security Agency (NSA)- pragram under which that agency intercepts mternatronal o

telephone and Intermet communications by American citizens and residents
W|thout judICIaI warrant or other jUdICla| S|gn—off and - :

WHEREAS the First: Amendment provides that “Congress shall make no

o _Iaw abrldglng the freedom of speech or the press; y and

,WHEREAS the Fourth Amendment provides that “the right of the people to be
- secure in their persons,. houses, papers, and effects, against.unreasonable

~ searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, .and particularly -
descnblng the place to be searched and the persons or thlngs to be seized;” and =

- -WHEREAS |nd|V|duaIs have a constltutlonally protected prlvacy interest in- the

'-content of their telephone caI!s Katzv Umted States, 389 U.S. 347(1967) and ‘

| WHEREAS FISA is the statute that governs NSA’s spylng and |t authorlzes the
government to conduct surveillance in certain situations without meeting alf of the -
- requirements of the Fourth Amendment that apply under criminal law. Instead,

o FISA reqwres that an !ndependent FISA Court oversee that surveillance and ‘

WHEREAS one of the objectlves of the NAACP is to “educate persons asto ..
~ their constitutional rights and to take all-lawful action to secure the exerclse ‘
- thereof.” Constltut|on of the NAACP Art|cle |I and : .

| WHEREAS wrthout |mmed|ate correctlve act|on the same pattern of abuse wrll
reoceur. ,
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THEREFORE BE. IT RESOLVED that the NAACP in partnersh|p W|th
-organizations and persons of like mind, urge the President, and Congress inits -

- oversight role, to take such actions as to ensure that any. government program of
spying is structured ard |mplemented in a manner that complies with _
constitutional protections of privacy, speech and assomation as weII as -
protectrons agalnst unreasonable searches and seizures. ‘

2 National Calt to Action to Reduce Judicial and Ragu!atory
_Circumventton of Title VI of Civit nghts Act .

| WHEREAS Title Vi of the Civil nghts Act of 1964 42 U S C. Sectlon 2000d -
. was enacted by Congress to prohibit discrimination based on race or natlonai S
.or|g|n by. remplents of federai fmanmat assrstance and B

"WHEREAS Trtle VI empowers Federal agencres to refuse fundlng to and
-termlnate fundlng for any recrplents found in wolatlon of Title Vt regulaﬂons and.

" .WHEREAS federal courts had also allowed plarntlffs to Iltlgate Title V1 claims,
including claims based on alleged violations of discriminatory “impact” or “effect”
i regulatlons of federal agencues charged with enforcrng Tltle VI; and -

WHEREAS in Sandovai V. Alexander 532 U.S: 275 (2001) the Supreme Court.
closed an important door to enforcement of Title VI "|mpact or “effect” o
regulatlons by reinterpreting Title VI to no longer provide a private right of action
or private cause of action (i.e., the right of a person to flle a Iawsurt) to enforce

‘- such |mpact" or “effect” regulations and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Supreme Court since. Sandoval now aIIows a private rlght
of action to enforce Title Vi only where the plaintiff can demonstrate mtent to
dlscrlmlnate a more ‘onerous evrdentlary burden and ' [

S WHEREAS the Court ratlonailzed |ts position in Sandoval in part by argurng

“that Title VI establishes an optional administrative enforcement scheme in which L
a complalnant can still obtain enforcement of Title VI by. filing an administrative -

" complaint with the federal agency or department provrdmg the ﬂnanctal

: assrstance to the state Iocal or nonprofrt entlty, and

k WHEREAS there is a problem with some federal agenmes properiy enforcmg
thelr Trtle VI reguiatlons and : _

,' 'WHEREAS ‘many Indrwduals who believe they have been. discrlmlnated agalnst
‘based on their race or national origin by recipients of federal financial asmstance '
" are unable to prove “intent” to discriminate and thus. cannot sue, but they are also .

" unable to obtain federal regutatory rellef and



- WHEREAS the Court lndlcated that Tltle VI dld not clearly and unamblguously
“indicate the intent of Congress to allow a pnvate nght of actlon to enforce

regulatory im pact or effect standards and

o .THEREFORE BE lT RESOLVED that the NAACP in partnersh|p W|th

organlzatlons and individuals of like mind,-issue a national call to Congress to

~ pass a bill, and on the President to sign such bill, to clarify Title VI to soindicate .~
Congresslonal intent to authorize a pnvate nght of actlon to enforce regu[atory o
= |mpact or effect regulatlons and : : Coe

-BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP in partnershlp with organlzatlons

and individuals of like mind, issue a. natlonal call tothe President, and to

’ Congress’in its oversight capaCIty, to take stich measures- -necessary to ensu're
‘that all federal regulatory agencies enforce thelr Title Vi. regulatlons ewdencmg -

|mpact" or “effact" standard

LEGISLATIVE =

M. NAACP Supports Comprehenswe Approach to Assistlng Ex-Offanders |

Re-entering Society and Reducing Rscidlvlsm

WHEREAS, the Untted States is the world S Ieader in lncarceratton with 2 1
mlllron people currently in the natlon S prisons or jails; and L o

WHEREAS this record number of pnsoners a 500% increase over the past L
thirty years can be directly tied to the “War on Drugs and the polltlcal populanty '
of mandatory mmlmum sentences; and ‘ .

WHEREAS as of 2005 1 out of every 136 Amerlcans was lncarcerated in pnson

- or jail; the numbers are much worse if you are a racial or ethnlc minority

American — one in 8 African American males (12%) aged 25 — 29 was in pns'on

or jail in 2005 as were 1 in 26 Hispanic males (4%).in the same age group.

Comparatively, 1 in 59 Caucasian males inthe 25— 29 age group were:
incarcerated in 2005 (1 7%); and ' ,

WHEREAS, in 2005, 40% of prison lnmates were Afncan Amencan and 20%
were Htspanlc and _ .




L ~ 'WHEREAS, it is preposterous that many states have often been forced to
" " choose between building new prisons or-new.schools, because of the federal .~
" mandatory minimum sentencing laws. Worse still, the.country has created a.

~ growing felon caste, now more than 16 million strong and growing, of felons and

- ex-felons, who are often driven back to prison by polrc:es that make it |mpOSS|ble

forthem to find ‘jobs, housrng or educatlon and

. '.WHEREAS of the 2.2 mllllon persons housed in: pnsons today—;an ayerage A o
' annual increase of 3 percent in the past decade--97 percent will be released mto o

o the community; and

E WHEREAS over 600 000 pnsoners are released each year, and glven the o
- disproportionate number of whom are African American and Hispanic, this is
~ having dramatic and dlsparate repercussmns on partrcular nerghborhoods and
communrt|es of color and .

WHEREAS states spend an average of apprommately $22 000 annuaily to

N hause a prisoner, and taxpayers spend more than $60 billion annually on .

corrections, more than six times the $9 b|l||on spent 25 years ago and

: WHEREAS upto two—thrrds of all released pnsoners nat|onwrde end up back in
Vprlson W|th|n jUSt 3 years and :

' QWHEREAS there are many reasons. for this hlgh rec:drvrsm rate — many ex— . -
_offenders can't manage to frnd and keep effectrve jObS to care for themselves EEAE
andlor thelr families; and ' :

WHEREAS asa result many ex- offenders become a draln on their fam|lres
~ their communities and the somal serwces system; and '

o WHEREAS asa result they are more llkely to resort to cnmlnal actl\nties and to

) perpetuate poverty and famlly dysfunchon and

' WHEREAS the current system still fails to adequately support the essentral _
programs for health, housing, substance abuse, education, and employment that
ex—offenders need to remtegrate |nto thelr commumtles and. -

_ 'WHEREAS upon release from pnson ex—offenders need to f|nd safe adequate -
~and affordable housing. 15 to 27 percent of prisoners expect to go to homeless =
shelters upon release. Figures published- by the Volunteers of America in 2004 :
indicated that two-thirds of former prisoners who lacked adequate housmg had ..~
committed crimes within 1 year of their release, compared to only one- quarter of
_ those who had housing. Another recent study released by the National Criminal -
- Justice Reference Service showed that 30-50 percent of parolees in urban areas -
such as Los Angeles and San Francisco are homeless, which compounds the
profound hardshlp that re- rntegratlon already places on urban communrtles and




‘.‘WHEREAS upon release from prison, ex-offenders also need JOb tralnlng and

. often, a basic education. The Bureau of Justice Statistics reports that only 46 o
- . - percent of incarcerated individuals - have a high school dlploma or its equrvalent o
- The limited availability of education and vocational training | programs - R

. exacerbates the problem Only 5 percent of Jall jUf'lSdlCtht’lS offer vocational

- training,-and 33 percent of jurisdictions offer no educational or vocational tra|n|ng" .

- at all. Research shows what a profound effect such programs have on
-decreasing recidivism rates. Recidivism for inmates who participate in pnson

..~ education, vocation, and work programs have been found to be 20 to 60 percent o
- lower than for non- partlclpants The Federal Bureau of. Prlsons found a 33- '

' percent drop in recidivism among Federal prlsoners who partlclpated ino s

o vocatlonal training; and

o WHEREAS upon release from pnson many ex—offenders also need. mental

. o health services, such as substance abuse counseling. Nearly a'quarter of State
+  prisoners and jail inmates with-a mental health problem had served three or more .
- prior incarcerations, yet two-thirds of State prisoners.do not recejve mental health - |

© treatment. In substance abuse. treatment, more than two-thirds of State- prisoners
- have been regular drug users at some pomt during their lives, and one-third had

committed the. ¢rime for which. they were imprisoned while under the- lnfluence of

" drugs. According to a recent Bureau of Justice ‘Statistics report, of the

approxlmately 50 percent of prisoners who met the criteria for drug dependence . -

or abuse, less than half parhcrpated in drug treatment programs since thelr

c admlssmn to prlson and -

o WHEREAS the nearly 100 000 chlldren who make up the juvenlle pnson

“population are among the most VUInerable and defenseless group in our criminal
- justice system. Too often, we fail to protect them. Many juvenile ex-offenders -

“have learnlng disabilities. and need substance abuse and mental health
treatment. Many are lncarcerated in overcrowded faC|l|t1es and these boys and

- o glrls are among the most lrkely to be sent back to prlson or jail; and

_.WHEREAS in 2006 the Department of Health and Human Servuces reported ,
~that 2 million children. nationwide have an- mcarcerated parent. Studles suggest
© that'these children are.seven times more likely to end up.in prison themselves,
. One study found that as many as 11in 10 wrll have been lncarcerated before

_ reachlng adulthood and

WHEREAS at the current rate of |ncarcerat|on 3in 10 of the next generatlon of
" African American males can expect to be d|senfranch|sed at some. pomt |n thetr-
llfetrme . S o -

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP supports and shall advocate

in-favor of legis!ation to assist the positive reentry of ex-offenders into soclety and‘;;

. to remove barrlers from successful reentry; and




" BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the: NAACP strongly supports leg|slatlon that -
s comprehenswe in nature and. addresses issues Il’IC|leIng housing, education,
' job training and pIacement mental health and substance abuse servrces for ex— -

o 'offenders and

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that at the federal Ievel the NAACP supports

 ‘along with other legislation, the Second Chance Act, H.R. 1593 introduced by

Congressman Danny Davis (IL) and others andS. 1060 introduced by Senator - L
Joseph Blden (DE) and others and ' _ _ L

. BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP supports Ieglslative efforts to -

- permanently expunge or seal the records of ex-offenders involved in non-violent .
offenses who have successfulty reentered society after successful completion of _ "_ R
'the|r sentence. . . ‘ S ‘ e

| 2. NAACP Supports Legislatlon to Allow Workars Pald SIck Leave to '_ |
Rscover from their Own Illness or Care fora Sick Family Member o

'_WHEREAS in the Unlted States today, nearly half (48%) of pr:vate sector .

- workers do not have a smgle pald suck day to use for themselves to care for a
famuly member and - _

- WHEREAS 94 mllllon hard-working Amerlcans do not have a smgle pald s:ck
o day they canuseto care for. a SICk Chlld or parent and L o :

B "WHEREAS in 78% of today s famrhes both parents work for pay -- and the

- typical couple |n Amerlca now works close to 80 hours a week and

' "WHEREAS nearly half (49%) of workmg mothers miss work when a Chlld
- becomes sick with' a common illness, and women are more: I|kely to have low~
wage jObS that do not offer pald SICk days and o

'WHEREAS more than three out of every four Iow-wage workers (79%) do not
) have a smg!e pald slck day for themselves and .

. WHEREAS half of aII tow-wage worklng parents report Iosmg pay to stay home
- - and care for a s:ck Chlld or belng forced to Ieave the|r SICk chlldren home alone |
and , _ L , o

g WHEREAS a dlsproport|onate number of workers. wrthout pald sick leave work '
. with the public; 78% of food and hotel'workers do not have a single paid s:ck day, _
" nor do many.of the men and women employed in child care centers, retail ‘
establlshments and nursing homes. When these people go to work sick, their
colleagues and all others W|th whom they come in contact face an increased risk .
ofiliness; and




'WHEREAS too often workers are often forced to choose between thelr health
and their jobs parents are often forced to choose between their chiidren and-
, 'thelr -employers and adults are often forced to choose between thelr parents and

o "thelr paychecks B

"THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP SUpports legrslation The
_--Healthy Farnilies Act (S. 910, introduced by Senator Kennedy.of Massachusetts ‘
“and H.R. 1542 introduced by Congresswoman DeLauro of Connecticut) which -

o guarantees full-time workers at least seven paid sick days a: year and part-time’

‘workers a pro-rata amount of sick days to recover from theur own |IIness orcare
S for a srck fam:ly member o . co , , o
3. NAAGPOpposes Trying and Seht‘enclng-Youth as AdUIts- o

o 'WHEREAS, polrcres and practlces providing “adult tlme for adult crime” are often
“harmful—rather than helpful—to community safety, as ‘evidericed by research

_ demonstratmg that prosecuting juveniles inthe adult criminal system increases,

- rather than decreases, the likelihood that they will re-offend as compared W|th
handling them in- the juvemle just|ce system; and ‘ : : :

o 'WHEREAS youth of color are d|sproport|onately represented in cases sent to
. adult court—as shown in 18 of the largest court jurisdictions where 82% of
- Juvenlle cases frled in adult court :nvolved youth of color and ' '

-:"WHEREAS more than 250,000 offenders under the age of 18 are. sent each’
. year to adult criminal courts across the United States, including an estimated

| 218,000 excluded from juvenile court jurisdiction, not because of the severity of
“their crimes, nor because they are habitual violent offenders; but because states
have towered the age of adulthood in the cnmmal code and :

B WHEREAS 75% of youth under age 18 sent to adult facmtres Wl|| be released by |

‘the age-of 22 and most will have been denied adequate education, mental health L

‘treatment drug treatment and employment SklllS tralmng and '

‘ WHEREAS trylng and sentencmg youth in adult court is not reserved for the
‘most serious, chronic and violent juvenile offenders, but |nappropnately lncludes
 more than half of the cases mvolvmg only nonviolent drug and property crlmes ‘

. and ' . , - :

.WHEREAS there exrst serlous human nghts concems, as well as physical and
- emotional health concerns, when youth held in adult facilities are sexually
- assaulted five times more. often ‘commit suicide eight times more often, and are
_ assaulted wrth a weapon 50% more often than youth held in juvenlle facmtles
and ‘ : :
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R WHEREAS research contlnues to eStabllsh and reafﬂrm that the adolescent

- f-bram—partlcularly the part that makes Judgments reins in impulsive behawor
~and engagés in-moral and ethical reasoning—is not fu[ly developed until age 19

or 20, laying the foundation for laws that proh|b|t youth under age 18 from taking
~-on major adult responS|b|I|t|es such as votlng jury duty and m|||tary serwce and -

' WHEREAS the use of statutes or procedures that automatlcally exclude youth g
from the juvenile court wrthout an assessment of mdeuai crrcumstances deny ,
“them basic. fa|rness o : ot

| 'THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP supports state and federal

. efforts to ellmlnate the practice of trylng, sentencrng and mcarcerattng youthful
offenders in the adult system ‘ . ‘ ,

_ 4 NAAGP Retterates Support for Publtc Financlng of House and Senate

- Campaigns |

s - WHEREAS candldates for the US Senate and House of Representattves

currently spend too much tlme courtlng blg money Iobbytsts and spec:al
lnterests and : ‘ . .

WHEREAS in the Iast electlon the cost of the top ten competltlve Senate races

averaged $34 ml||I0t'l per campalgn double what it was just four years ‘ago; and

o WHEREAS one: dlrect resutt of th|s race for campalgn money is the perceptlon '

by voters that candidates are too busy talking to Political Action Commlttees |

. ';_"(PACs) or specual lnterests to'listen to their constltuents and

y WHEREAS public fmanc:ng would a!low candidates to stop havmg to spend so
_much time talking to special interests and allow them more time- for Ilstenlng to o
‘ thelr potentlal constltuents and . :

'_WHEREAS tegtslatlon has been [ntroduced in the us House and US Senate
which is based on working models in Maine and Arizona, and would create a

R vquntary system that gives candidates the option to stop spending time and - _
resources attending fundraisers and dialing their “friends” for donations without -

. risking a loss to a well-funded. opponent. Under the Ieglslatlon entitled the Fair -
- Elections Now Act, for those who choose to participate, fundralsmg would be

- limited to * ‘seed money” in amounts of no more than $100. per person to pay for

- campaign start-up costs: Participating candidates would. also be required to..
show that they are serious contenders by raising qualifying contributions of $5

“each from a minimum number of state residents, based on the population of the -

“state. Once they are ableto prove their viability, candidates will then begin to
receive money from the “Fair Election Fund.” The amount of money each

g ‘candldate would recelve would be based on the populatron of the state

55



Candrdates would also recerve vouchers fora dlscount on televrsron and radro
‘ trme and : : : -

- WHEREAS if enacted the Farr Electrons Now Act would restore the confidence
- of the voters that their federally elected officials were responsive to them. It
would also allow candidates to spend less time talking to specral mterests and
more time Irstenmg to therr potentral constrtuents o . : '

K THEREFORE BEIT RESOLVED that the NAACP supports and erI work

towards the enactment of public fundmg of federal elections including the “Fair

- Elections Now Act’ (S. 936 / H.R. 1614), introduced by Senator Richard Durbrn
,(IL) and Congressman John Tlerney (MA) : _ ,

5. NAACP Continues to Supporl; Laws to Prevent Gun Vlolenea and

B lncrease Gun Safety Natlonwlde

.WHEREAS the NAACP has a Iong and consrstent polrcy in support of mrtiatrves
 to end gun vrolence and '

WHEREAS there are currently almost 200 million prrvately owned farearms in the
United States and’ . r S

| —'-WHEREAS NAACP ~-supported |nrt|at|ves wauld make it more drfﬂcult for people

~with questionable motives or. drmlnlshed mental capamty to obtain firearms both
'Iegaliy and |tlegally, and s : : '

WHEREAS, it is stlll much too 'easy for people with questionable motives or
diminished mental capacrty to obtarn guns erther through Iegal or |Ilegal means;
and . : _

' WHEREAS gun vrcience continues, to have a dlsparate |mpact on Afncan ,
_American communities; aithough African Americans make up about 14% of the
US populatron 51% of atl gun homlcrdes are Afncan Amerrcans and -

_ WHEREAS African Amencans have a gun homrcrde rate more than 4 trmes the ‘

k natronal average; and

- WHEREAS gun violence has also had a tremendous impact on the youth of
America; in 2004, nearly 8 children and teenagers, ages 19-and under were
' krtled wrth guns each and every day, and ‘ : N

' WHEREAS, gun vro|ence also comes wrth a very hlgh flscal cost to the taxpayers
_of the United States and ‘ :
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' WHEREAS, the average total cost of one gun crime can be as high as $1.79 -

~ million, including medlcal treatment and the prosecutlon and |mpr|sonment of the .
shooter; and L - _ ,

' WHEREAS medlcal costs.of gun vlolen'ce'.put a tefrible burden on health service

- providers and. governments. When indirect costs of gun viclence - loss of

productivity, mental health treatment and rehab|I|tat|on legal and. jud|C|ai costs -
- are flgured in, gun wolence costs the US over $100 billion annually, and .

_ WHEREAS over 80% of the economic costs of treatmg f|rearm |njunes are pald
.for by taxpayer dollars because the V|ct|ms have no health insurance; and

| WHEREAS the assault weapons ban, WhICh was 3|gned into law in 1994
: eXplred in September 2004 and

_ WHEREAS, as a result of: |nact|on by the US House of Representatives and the
President, assault weapons are again roodmg our streets and neighborhoods
. and are being used to inflict the maximum amount of damage to lives and

' property with a mlnlmal amount of energy on the part of the. cnmlnal and

_ WHEREAS the 1994 law prohibits the manufacture sale and lmportatlon of new
military-style semi-automatic assault weapons and rapld-flre ammunition L
‘magazines that hold more than 10 rounds and : :

:'V‘WHEREAS because of the extreme threat assault weapons posed to pollce

' -officers and public safety, the struggle for the ban was Iead by the Amencan Iaw'

: enforcement communlty, and -

' WHEREAS the threat still exrsts a 2003 study showed that almost 20% of the
. 211 law enforcement officers slain in the line of duty between Jan 1 1998 and
. Dec 31 2001 were kllled W|th assault weapons ' S .

., THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP contlnues to support safe o
‘sane and sensible gun safety Iegislatlve initiatives which would make it harder for.
people to obtarn flrearms elther through legal or tllegal methods and :

- BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP WI|| support relnstatement of the

- 1994 Brady Handgun Vlolence Preventlon Act with a provision that makes 1t

. permanent

B BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP advocate to enact laws and/or
strengthen existing state and federal laws-aimed at those. persons or interests

" that manufacture, sell, and d!strlbute handguns and assault weapons within
Amencan communltles : :
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‘ BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP advocates a ban onthe
importation of handguns or of parts that are assembled into handguns in thlS o
'country .

6. NAACP Supports Le.lslatlve lnltiatives to Make Colloge More
' Affordable and Accessibl_e to All Amarleans BRI |

‘ WHEREAS in 1997 college graduates eamed 1 7 tlmes more than Amencans _
- with only a hlgh school dlploma and : '

- WHEREAS, over a Ilfetlme an mdivrdual with a college degree WI|| eam'more
| than $1 mitlion dollars than someone WIthOUt thelr postsecondary degree and

. WHEREAS despite the clear ewdence that a college degree is a necessﬂy for
. most Americans who.want to get ahead for years college costs have risen at
'.rates hlgher than mflatlon and . .

o WHEREAS .over the last 30 years, tumon at publrc 4—year colleges has

~ increased by about 50%, and tuition at pnvate 4-year colleges has increased by

awhopping 110%. In 2003 the average costs were $12,841 per year for
-students attending public colleges and universities, and $27 677 per year for
students at pnvate colleges’ and unlversmes and

. WHEREAS glven the |mportance of a college degree and the dramatlc increase -
in the cost of obtaining a degree, federal flnanmal student ald is perhaps more -
lmportant now than ever before and ' :

. WHEREAS for most students fmanmal aid makes a college educataon poss:ble

. even though itin 2005 covered Iess than 70% of the average student s college
costs and . ‘ S o

',WHEREAS the |mportance of college financiali ald is- espeCIaIIy important to
‘racial and ethnic minority students; 74% of African American college students,
'69% of Hispanic coliege students and 60% of white college students were

L dependent on flnan0|al aid; and -

- WHEREAS the typlcal student now graduates from college W|th $1 7 500 in fotal -
federal student loan debt; and ' L , o x

. WHEREAS accordlng to the Senate Committee on Health Education and Labor?' o
- Pensions, as. many as 400,000 potential college students are forced to detay or
forgo attendang college due to the cost; and r :

B WHEREAS for the past 15 years Congress has not done much to help address B
the very real need for. federal college aSS|stance and - _



WHEREAS, on January 16, 2007, the fuil US House of Representatives passed -
legislation to reduce the interest rates on federal student loans by half overthe -
next five years. Specifically, the legislation, The Colfege Student Relief Act of
2007 (H.R. 5), would cut interest rates on heed-based federal loans for ,
undergraduate students from its current rate of 6.8% to 3.4% by the year 2011.

- Once fully phased in, these cuts would save.a: typical borrower, with $13,800 in E
need- based federal student Ioan debt $4 400 in sa\nngs over the I|fe of the loan

3‘_'and

: WHEREAS the blll is now in the Senate where it is bemg con3|dered as part of
-a largerbill, S. 359, which would also lmmedlately increase the Maximum Pell
Grant to $5,100, make debt relief easier and a host of other |mt|at|ves which
would make college maore. affordable and : :

‘WH EREAS itis estlmated that haif of the student—loan borrowers who would
benefit from H.R. 5.and S. 359 have annual famlly incomes of between $26,000.
and $68 000; and B : . o

WH EREAS htgher educatlon opens the door to greater Opportunltles and

~ strengthens the country’s economic well- bemg, nothing sho.rt of the Amencan

dream is at nsk if we fail. to make college more affordable.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP strongly supports H R. 5 S
359 and other Iegrslatlve initiatives that would help potentlal college students
afford the|r hlgher educatson and o . ) .

BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NAACP speolf:cally calls on Congress to

take actions to help students pay for college that will not resuit in the student

ending his or her education with tremendous debt. This would include increasing-
“Pell Grants and other programs that do not require repayment, as well as ,

decreasmg the amount of interest a student needs: to pay on his or her loans and-
: 'forgwrng student loans in exchange for commumty, CIVIC and somal servnce

7. Resolution Raard[ng 'Reas‘onablé Efforts & Foster oafe

- WHEREAS for several years the NAACP has been recelwng numerous
complairits about injustice, fraud and the destruction of families involved with-

e - Child Protective Serwces Foster Care and the Child Welfare System and -

WHEREAS, the Chlld Welfare System costs $22 Billion annually with Cahfornla |
- being the largest overall partlmpant in and consumer of Chlld Welfare System
~ funds; and | : .
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‘. b WHEREAS children of color are drsoroportronately represented in the Child ,
- Welfare System-and African American children represent the largest segment
: WIthln the Chlld Welfare System across the country, and ' .

: WHEREAS the Adoptron and Safe Fam|lles Act of 1997 established spemal .
adoption bonuses for a County to be paid $4,000 - $6,000 for each child whose
. famlly nghts are termlnated and the child:i is adopted out of the home; and

;'WHEREAS several other monetary mcentwes from the Federal Government ‘

- exist which reimburse state and county child welfare systems higher amounts to
remove children from homes rather than equal or add|t|onal funds to keep a

fam|Iy mtact and . ' P o

_ WHEREAS state and federal Iaws governmg child welfare mandate that unless
~ specific circumstances exist, “reasonable efforts” must be attempted or made to
preserve the famlly and dlscourage the removal of chlldren from the home; and

' WHEREAS from 1996 through 2003 Temporary A55|stance for Needy Famllres

(TANF) has been billed at least $1.2 billion which was used to reimburse Iocal
and state governments for provrdlng out of home Foster Care '

THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED the NAACP demands that Poverty should not
. be an indicator of abuse or neglect and P

' BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Congress mandate that Temporary
Assistance for Needy Famiilies (TANF) be utilized to provide “reasonable efforts"
to famllles and avord the destructlon of the famlly, and ' :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the NAACP urges Congress to promulgate o
. a set of definitions and standards of what constltutes reasonable efforts that aII

states must complyW|th and -

" BEIT FlNALLY RESOLVED THAT Congress be called upon to pass leglslation
which mandates proof be submitted to jurisdictional courts that “reasonable -
efforts” have been offered or attempted for a famlly to avoid the removal of.
children from thelr home . :

8. 'Protactlng' Whlétle'blovvers' In"Amérlea3 |

| WHEREAS The Flrst Amendment protects speech on matters of publlc concern o
and - . . . o

| ‘WHEREAS employees are often in the best posrtlon to know what a|ls the
‘ agencres forwhich they work; and - o o
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- ‘ WHEREAS the current federal and where apphcable state whlstleblowers -

" protectlon Iaws do not adequately protect employee whlstleblowers and

S WHEREAS the Congress of the- Unrted States has recently adopted reallstlc P

“ procedures necessary to protect employee whlstleblowers and

?,WHEREAS Congress has made no effort fo protect government employees who B

report misconduct, fraud and co_rrupt|on they still. have not extended fuIl
protection to truth teIIers and o RN

- WHEREAS to ensure the effectlve and effrcnent operatlon ofthe Unlted States 2
government, and the effective enforcement of federat Iaws employee o
. whrstleblowers must be adequately protected and o

THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP advocate that Congressmnal | R

. and Senate Committee hearings be held to discuss the. protections that.
.whistleblowers are lacking, and no employer or authorlty over employers or.
- .contractors, mcludlng, but not limited to, contractors, publlc or private

| ”'.corporatrons subcontractors or. agents of an employer may dlscharge demote,
" harass, blacklist or discriminate against any employee because that employee -

| ~disclosed what the employee reasonably believes constltutes a wolat:on of a’ law '

| - ora publrc health and safety reqwrement and

L THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the: NAACP supports the
X gwhlstleblower prows:ons found in H R 1317 and H .R. 5112 '

9 NAACP Supports Myrlad of Federal Legislatlve Inltlatlves to Flght the

Emergency of Global Disease and Extreme Poverty

. WHEREAS every three seconds a Chlld dles from extreme poverty, and
‘:’WHEREAS 1 bllllon people around the world llve on Iess than $1 a day, and

‘.WHEREAS every year 10 milhon chlldren die’ before the|r flfth brrthday that s -
one every three seconds.— nearly all of them from preventable causes. Also, .

- more than 500,000 mothers die each’ year from compllcatlons during chlld b|rth
. cand tens of mllllons more suffer from pregnancy related |llnesses and m;unes
and S

L WHEREAS 12 m|Il|on chlldren have been orphaned by HIVIAIDS in Afrlca and
o that number is expected to cl|mb to18 m|II[on by 2010 and o :

WHEREAS educat|on isa powerful mvestment we can make to fight poverty, yet'; .

“worldwidé over 77 million children are not enrolled |n pnmary education
programs more than half of whom are girls; and ‘
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| WHEREAS overone b||||on people Iaok access to clean water and 2 6 bllllon do :
not have access to basic sanitation. Every 15 seconds, a chlld dies from
. 'probtems caused by Iack of clean water and ' - :

WHEREAS for decades many |mpovenshed countrles were spendlng b|ll|ons of =
‘dotlars each year repaying debts to donor countries and lnternatlonal flnancral
-lnstltut|ons 'Many of these loans were given for polltloal reasons during the: Cold :

. War to'prop up particular governments, and in many cases, were wasted by '

" cofrupt and unaccountable regimes. These large debts became a serioUs”~
impediment to poverty reduction and economic development Countnes began

. takmg on new Ioans to repay old ones; and

" WHEREAS, forthe world’s most rmpoverlshed countrles the cost of debt :

: overshadows their ability to provide access to clean water, education and basic

| _heaithcare. Some countries spent as much as 25-30% of their annual budgets | '

servicing their debt, more than vvas Spent on educatlon and healthoare
‘combmed and : : ‘

WHEREAS for every doilar Afnoan countnes reoerve in ald they stlll pay out
- $2.30in debt service; and , L

) ; WHEREAS women s share of the labor force is increasing in aimost all regions
- of the world.. However, although 60% of farm workers in Africa are women, they

~ receive less than 1 percent of the total credit available to agr;culture Despite the

" key role women play.in developing countries, women tend to work in the lowest

:,pald sectors, have less stable incomes, work longer hours, have less access to ;
training and educatron and have fewer economic opportumhes than men; and

WHEREAS, programs to treat these problems are relatlvely inexpensive; AIDS

" drugs can now cost as little as $1 a day; a bed net'‘can'save a child's life for5
“years by preventing the contraction of malaria and costs only $5; you can put a
child in school for a month for $13; a.well provides clean, safe dnnkrng water for
20 years at a cost of onIy $20 a person and :

o WHEREAS rncreasmg U S. efforts to prowde for basrc needs like health

' educatlon clean water and food would transform the futures of an entrre

generatlon in the world s poorest countrles and

WHEREAS debt oanoellatlon maklng trade fairer, and antr-corruptlon measures
ina comprehensrve package to help Africa and poor countries everywhere beat
 global disease and extreme poverty would also have a tremendous rmpact on
future generatrons gtobally, and . : :

' -WHEREAS mternatronal development assrstanoe reﬂects the best Amencan
- tradition of compassion, ge_nerosrty, and helping others help themselves; _and
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- ‘WHEREAS oniy 1 2% of our. Nation s federal budget is currently allocated for o
- international affairs, which includes diplomacy and development fundmg Less S
: than Y2 is used to. allewate extreme poverty, and S L

WHEREAS Amerlca s |nternat|onal affalrs fundmg is 17% Iess today than |t was - ,
~ during the height of the Cold War yet the current global challenges are far more -
_complex and : . _ L

o WHEREAS by contrlbutlng our proporhonate share - roughly 1% of the u S

| Federal budget - to an effective partnership with the world’ S natlons we can help -
- put 77 million ch|ldren into grade school; prevent the death of 5.4 million children -
from poverty-related |IInesses and save 400,000 women from dying.in chlldb|rth

B “each year; provide clean-water to an additional 450 million people and basic -

- sanitation to 700 million around the giobe; and save 16, 000 I|ves a day by

o ._flghtlng HlV/AIDS Tuberculosrs and Malana and

WHEREAS dlrected to honest governments pnvate charltles and falth based
"orgamzatlons this support would provude the tools and resources to reaIIy make
a dlfference and S . ‘ .

WHEREAS Amencan efforts where undertaken are already paylng off Thanks o

| - to the Ieadershap role the U.S. has taken in supporting the Global Fund to Fight -
" AIDS, TB and Malaria, as of December 2006, insecticide-treated bed nets were'

. prowded to more than 18 million families, an increase of 135% over the past
- year.These simple, inexpensive bed nets prevent the Spread of malana a. ‘

n g V‘deadly disease, partlcularly among chlldren, and

| WHEREAS by lncreasmg our efforts, we will not only. save the lives of mlllrons of -
. people — we will also transform our lmage globally. It will increase our national
‘- security, protect our economy and build a better safer world for us all; and

'_:WHEREAS as a member of the ONE Campalgn to Make Poverty H|story, the -
NAACP is acttvely engaged in the f:ght agamst global dlsease and extreme
poverty , ‘ . _ s . .

' _THERFQ_RE', BE lT'RESOLVED,“that the NAACP supports federal legislation
. and initiatives to fight global disease particularly global HIV/AIDS prevention -
strategles including medically based prevention strategies like condom '
- distribution and'medically supervised syringe exchange programs to also combat
the rise in HIV/AIDS by drug addlcted persons and extreme poverty, and

' BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP strongly supports the Jubrlee

“Act, which is expected to be introduced in the 110™ Congress later this year,

_which calls on the U.S. Treasury to support 100% cancellation of bilateral and _
multllateral debts for those countries that need debt relief to. meet the Millennium
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- Development Goals; calls for an audit of other outstanding debt claims, to -

. determine the odious and illegitimate origing of impoverished couritry debts; -
prohibits specific structural adjustment conditions including the' imposition of user .
. fees on health and education and mandated privatization of water; contains a
- provision that governments should allocate 20% of their budgets on social
services and development; including education and health care; and finances
debt cancellation through the IMF and World Bank’s existing resources to the .
- extent possnbie supports responsnble tendlng practices to make it. |mpos3|b1e for
future funds to. sue countrles W|th |nsurmountable debt and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the- NAACP supports Ieg!slatlon mtroduced
by Senators Clinton (NY) and Smith (OR) (S.-1259) and Congresswoman Lowey
(NY) and Congressman Shays (CT) (H.R. 2092) known as the “Education for Al
Act" which would authorize additional funding for unlversal basic-education — tied
to strong standards of accountability and performance — to the tune of $1 billion

- . in fiscal year 2008, and growing to $3 billion by fiscal year 2012; ‘prioritize funding
- foreliminating school fees and expanding access to education, training teachers

- and building infrastructure, promoting civic education and life skills training and
' supportmg mltlatlves that reach the most dlsadvantaged popuiatlons and

- BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP supports the Giobal Resources
‘and Opportunities for Women to Thrive Act (GROWTH Act), to be introduced in -
the. 110" Congress later this year by Congresswomen Lowey (NY) and Ros-

. ’Lehitenin (FL), which proposes important change to U.S. international assistance

“and trade programs to prioritize economic opportunities for women living in
poverty worldwide and promote women's ability to start and grow businesses _
" through continued support for women'’s enterprises after the initial microcredit . -
loan, so their busmesses will grow and employ other women; enhance women's ..
land and property rights so they can use their assets as collateral for loans, even
prove ownershlp rights if they need- compensatlon in the event-of a disaster; - o
increase women's access to better employment and i improve wages and working -
* conditions for jobs dominated by women by increasing women’s skillsand .-~
_informing them of their workplace legal rights, and ensure that the benefits of
trade agreements reach poor women in developing countries through programs -
like trade capagity. buﬂdlng and tralnlng for women entrepreneurs and

- BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP supports the Global Child
Survival Act, which is expected to be introduced by Congresswoman McCoIlum
~ (MN) and Congressman Shays (CT) in the 110" Congress later this year. This .

- important legislation would double current funding for.child survival and maternal
* health programs, require an integrated U.S. strategy for i improving Chl|d and .
maternal health, and establish guidelines for child survival programs. With an
~ increase in funding and coordination, childrén and mothers would receive
interventions like vaccinations, antibiotics, and vitamin A that can make a
dlfference between life and death in developlng countrles and '
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- - BE. lT FlNALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP supports |mprovements and

~ reforms in America's trade rules, the US commodity programs and strengthening

US international food aid so people in poor countries can have the chance to

~ earn their way out of poverty. These changes can be made in the reauthorization

“of the Farm Bill. Specnflcally, the NAACP is calling for changes to current policy
to: ‘provide a transition for American farmers to alternative forms of support that
are more beneficiat and equitable and do not distort trade in ways that fuel

- hunger and poverty in other countries, strengthen international food aid in ways-
that encourage local food security and increase international food aid to ensure
the first Millennium Development Goal of reducmg hunger by One-half is
achleved by 201 5

~ VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

: Rasolution in Support of Vetarans Trans:tloning from the War in Iraq- -
- Afghanistan back into our Commumtles o ‘ .

" WHEREAS, over one million veterans, men and women of the United States .~

armed Forces, have served in Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation lragi
Freedom since the attacks on the World Trade Center on 9/11/2001 in response
to the War on terror declared by Pre5|dent George Bush Jr.; and ‘

WHEREAS over 3400 veterans of the United states Armed Forces Natlonal
Guard, and Reserves have died in service to this country in Irag and Afghanlstan ‘
' 10% of whom were Btack veterans, while over 22,000 have been severely injured
" or wounded and many of the 550, 000 have mcurred other dlsab|l|t|es mental

- disorders, and stress; and

WHEREAS many veterans often' faee bureaucratic obstacles and barriers in the

N process of being medically discharged from active duty under the Dept of

' Defense (DOD) into the Dept of Veterans Affairs. (VA); and
WHEREAS; the number of veterans waltlng for the|r flrst medlcal appomtment in

the veterans” health care system has doubled |n the last year to 30 475 veterans;
a 400% lncrease smce 2004 and
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WHEREAS the VA clarms processmg system for rating service connected L
disabilities is senously backlogged causing a veteran to havé to wait a mmlmum
- of 6 months before they can receive any monetary compensatlon for thelr '

. dlsablllty, and B : | o

WHEREAS veterans returnlng from tours. of duty overseas face d|smal .
~ employment prospects due to false perceptrons that all veterans are sufferlng
from mental disorders like Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and - : _
. employers who want to minimize the risk of hmng a veteran who may be recalled -
. to active duty in afew months and : K

' WHEREAS more veterans and thelr fam|l|es have mcreasmgly been seeking
.. counseling services to help counter the stress and disabilities. incurred from
- military serwce dunng wartime and multlple deployments and .

_ WHEREAS over 200, 000 veterans, mcludlng some veterans from the War in
Iraq, on any given night in this country are homeless, due to insufficient income,
no family or community support, lack of affordable housing, substance abuse
and/or alcoholism due to physical disabilities and mental disorder, often war-
related; while Black male veterans are dlsproporttonately more homeless and
unemployed than any other ethmc group, and ‘

WHEREAS the Department of Defense and most of the cwtllan agenmes
continue to fall woefuily short of meeting the mandatory requirement to- award a ‘
minimum of 3% of all contracts to businesses owned by service disabled
veterans as a part of the overall effort to prowde entrepreneursh|p opportunltles

"asa rehabilltatlve alternatlve :

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP strongly encourage the
_ public and its members to urge government leaders and Congress to alleviate
~ barriers to treatment, resources, and rehabilitation-necessary for our veterans of .
_the Armed Forces, National Guard and the Reserves; returning from wars in-
~ foreign. Iands to re- enter soc:ety as close to or better than’ they were when they
left. RS ‘ :

e BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the. NAACP reafflrm lts 2004 resolutlon to
~ organize workshops to educate its members about the issues pertalnlng toall
- veterans, especially Black veterans, at each NAACP Nat|onal Conventlon and
_ State Conference Conventlon : . : -
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1. The Road Home Pragram Abnttpat.i°h= 'De’ad!.irie l-s'.glvly';"t_zt_to.?f? -

WHEREAS Hurrlcanes Katrina and Rita contnbuted to. the overatl devastatlon of )

- commumtles throughout the State of LourS|ana and

WHEREAS, the klnd of devastatnon caused by Hurncanes Katnna and tha has
never been seen before; and - S

'WHEREAS, never before in Amenca s hlstory has any state been forced to
ﬁ .rebunld s0 many homes 80 quickly; and -

‘-WHEREAS 780 000 Loursuana re3|dents were temporanly dlsplaced from their
homes and evacuated to communltles throughout these Unlted States and

'WHEREAS 123,000 homes and 82 000 rental unlts were destroyed throughout
the State of Lowsnana and

' WHEREAS the National Assoc:atlon for the Advancement of Colored People '
(NAACP), its members and its units across the country have come to the ald of
‘ Lowsrana resadents and - L :

WHEREAS the Governor of the State of Louisiana has created a housmg |

recovery program implemented by the State of Louisiana for its residents through -

homeowner eligibility grants; from funding made available by the US Department

- of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) though its Communlty Development S
Block Grant (CBDG) funds; and . :

| WHEREAS ehglble homeowners have until July 31 2007 to submlt an’
appllcatlon and . )

WHEREAS the maJonty of persons stlll d:splaced by hurricane Katnna and Rita

~ were renters and not property owners and are not covered by the Lou13|ana
Road Home Program appllcat|on deadhne of July 31, 2007
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S 'THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP encourage its members and S
. units to serve as an advocate and informational source to direct Louisiana .~
 residents and homeowners to make appllcatlons to The Road Home Program to: -
o determlne thelr eligibility; and ' :

- BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that they are. made aware of the appltcatlon
- deadline of July 31 2007 and .

o ".BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, that all Units of the NAACP take up the action alert f. g

in support of HR1227 which passed the U.S. House of Representatives in March
2007 and needs to pass the Senate in order for the majority of those. displaced to
.- exercrse thelr nght to return to: therr homes in the Gulf Coast Reg|on -

2 NAACP ‘Supports the Severance of United States Government
Relations with the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma Until Such Time as the
. Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma Restores FuII Tribal CItizenship to the

- Cherokee Freedmen . -

-~ WHEREAS, on March 3, 2007, operating under an unapproved Constitution, the
- Cherokee Nation held an election to remove the Cherokee Freedmen from the
Cherokee Nation. In a vote of less than 4 percent of the total Cherokee Nation
- population, the voters elected to remove Cherokee Freedmen not of partlcular
- blood rolls from the Nation; and R : :

WHEREAS in the 18305 members of the Cherokee Nation were removed from
their lands in the southeastern United States and forced to mlgrate to Oklahoma
- along a route known as the Trail of Tears. Among those persons forced to
migrate were the Black slaves of Cherokees, free Biacks married to Cherokees
~and the' chlldren of mixed- -race famllres known now as the Black Cherokees

' 'and

WHEREAS in 1861 the Cherokee Natlon executed a treaty with the Confederate '
States of America, thereby severing its relations with the United States’
Government. Members of the Cherokee Nation held posrtrons in the Congress

- and mllltary of the Confederate States of. Amerlca and waged war agamst the S

‘ Umted States durlng the CIVI| War; and : SE

WHEREAS, foIIowmg the C|V|I War the Unrted States reestabllshed relatlons

with the Cherokee Nation through the Treaty of 1866. The Treaty of 1866 R
declared that the Black Cherokees, also known as “Cherokee Freedmen', were to
be made citizens of the: Cherokee Natron and to have aII the rlghts of Cherokees

and. : -
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| ,-WHEREAS the manner in Wthh the Cherokee Nation is. conductmg the

. relationship between the United States and the tribal entity is not in the best . _
" interest of the United- States Government or citizens of the Cherokee Nation, and -
-t violates exrstlng treaties and laws governing the relatlonshlp between the e

Umted States Government and the Cherokee Natlon and

' WHEREAS current efforts of the Cherokee Natlon to expel members of the

- Cherokee Freedmen from the tribal rolls and abolish Department of the Interlor

oversight, are belng pursued in violation. of the treaty rights extended to the
Cherokee Freedmen in a treaty agreement’ between the United States and .
Cherokee Nation in the 1866 Treaty, as well as, in wolatron of Freedmen
crtlzenshrp under the federally approved Cherokee Natlon constltutron of 1975
and : . \ \ = : :

e THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP offers to facmtate a falr

o resolution to the claims of disenfranchised Cherokee Freedmen by.means of

- eduication and fact frndmg to address the hlstory and current impact of Cherokee
Nation membershtp/crtlzensmp and promote understanding of tribal sovereignty
and the “trust responsibility” of the United States to Native Americans, strongly -

o _ supports H.R. 2824, legislation introduced by Congresswoman Dianne Watson

~ {CA) and 11 of her Congressional colleagues requiring that the United States
~ government sever all ties and financial sUpport with.the Cherokee nation of -

o Oklahoma until the Cherokee Nation.of Oklahoma reverses its decision and once L

again recognizes the full nghts of the Cherokeé Freedmen, or Black Cherokees
and gives them full rlghts as members of the trrbe : o

B ‘1'._' Support of the Jena 6

-WHEREAS the citizens of Jena were granted a charter in May of 2007 formlng

' the. |.aSalle Parish Branch of the NAACP in order to fight against racial

o dlscrlmmatlon in the trial of the Jena 6 and other acts of drscnmlnatlon in thrs c
rural Lounsnana commumty, and \ T -

3 WHEREAS the NAACP. has been informed. of the pllght of six Afncan Amencan |
teenagers in Jena Lours:ana mvolvrng their Iengthy pre-trral mcarceratron
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o because of excessive bonds on attempted murder charges for allegedly flghtmg S
R Vwrth one of therr whlte schoolmates and | ‘

'-WHEREAS the f|ght was the culmmatlon of a senes of racnat mcrdents at Jena :-3 e

‘High School; starting. when white students responded to black students sitting

‘under the “white tree,” Where white students would S|t by hanglng three nooses f

»from the tree and

. WHEREAS the Jena ngh School prlnclpat found that three whlte students were o
responslble and recommended expulswn and . o

: WHEREAS the whlte superlntendent of schools overruled the prmc:pal and gave .
~ the students a three day suspensron referrlng to the noose mcrdent asa youthful Co

: ‘stunt and

- WHEREAS the black students organlzed a sit-in under the tree to protest the

| : ‘_Ilght suspensnon glven to the noose hanglng whlte students and ‘

" g WHEREAS subsequently the Dlstnct Attorney came to the Jena High Schoo!.

~with Jaw enforcement. officers to address the school assembly and threatened the

‘?‘-protestlng students by allegedly saying if they continue to protest about this

- innocent prank, “I'can be- your best friend or your: worst enemy | can take away . | _
“your lrves WIth a stroke of my pen and : : L

: WHEREAS ‘one of these teenagers was recently conwcted by an aII-whlte jury of

- aggravated second’ degree battery and conspiracy to commit aggravated second. - "

‘_ ‘ degree battery based upon kicking someone with a'tennis shoe under’ highly
N questlonable trral crrcumstances mvolvmg jury selectlon and trial tactlcs and

| ‘.‘WHEREAS thls case reflects a nat|onal trend mvolvmg dlsparate treatment of
_*Afncan Amencans W|th1n the Unrted States criminal justice system and L

: WHEREAS these teenagers could. potentrally rece:ve over 20 years in pnson for
these charges for a total of over 120 years and : ‘ .

"WHEREAS the members of the LaSatIe Pansh Branch have requested the o

support of. the NAACP in demonstrating to the local community that they are not :

) - alone in thelrflght for equaljustlce for the Jena 6;and

| THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the NAACP hereby passes thls resolutlon"f .
~ expressing support and solidarity for the Jena 6 their famllles and the LaSaIIe .
= Pansh Branch of the NAACF' ‘and. S _

'BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP WIH demand the Untted States , :
. Department of Justice rnvestlgate and monitor the’ trlat of these Afrlcan Amencan
teenagers for any wolatlons '

A



BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP erI demand the Unrted States
Department of Educatron rnvestrgate allegatrons of drscrrmrnatlon agarnst the
' Jena Hrgh School : : S R

| EDUCATION

! NM‘-?F”:‘R”PQ"@E‘ ‘?’f5“91‘5'“#.6.@&3'!:5901';Désqaréaatl;sen;Cas{QS--. i

' WHEREAS on June 28, 2007 in Parents Involved in Communrty Schools v
- Seattle School District No. 1 and Crystal D. Meredith v. ‘Jefferson County Board
~of Education, the. United States Supreme Court established the possrbrllty that - B
s 'pubirc school systems' race conscience student assrgnment plans may be B
constrtutronally permrssrble under the nght crrcumstances and '

.-:]WHEREAS the Court determrned that remedylng the effects of past intentronal
racral drscrrmlnatron is still a compelling interest; and- '

WHEREAS the Court acknowledged that if there is a fmdrng of racral ‘
‘-dlscrlmlnatron then theére is a compelling government rnterest in elrmrnatrng the '
.' etfects of past mtentronal drscrrmrnatlon and :

: WHEREAS we agree wrth Justrce Kennedy s concurrlng oprnron that “the - ”
pluralrty opinion is too dismissive of government'’s legitimate. rnterest in ensurrng

. that all people have equal opportunrty regardless or their race and

: WHEREAS we further agree with Justrce Kennedy s oprnlon when he sald “...in
. admrnrsterrng public schools, it is permlssrble to consider the schools’ racial

- makeup and adopt general policies to. encourage a drverse student body, one

. ‘aspect of whrch is |ts racral composrtron and -

o WHEREAS unfortunatety, a fractured Unrted States Supreme Court upheld 5- 4 '
~ that the Jefferson County, Kentucky; and the Seattle, Washington, district plans
 failed to satisfy the Court’s standard and thelr plans were therefore struck down
":as unconstrtutronal and - : : -



- WHEREAS, the recent decisions also reiterated andexpanded to K -12 ea'rlier
- decisions that race cannot be used solely asa factor when determlnlng students’
schoo[ -assignments; and : ‘

- WHEREAS unfortunately, the Supreme Court appears to- be saying that whlle .
- race-conscience plans may still be permissible under the right clrcumstances ‘
) schaol dlstncts must fll’St try race-neutrat approaches and. '

WHEREAS publ|c school lntegratlon Is perhaps more lmportant today than it has .
ever been; diversity in education can only help our Nat[on as we try to compete in
_a global economy, and R '

WHEREAS Brown V. Board of Education's promtse of mclusrve mtegrated hlgh- N
- quality public schools for our Nation's children’is in decline; after an initial period
of resistance, our country made real progress in the mtegratron of our Nation's
- public schoals. - Unfortunately, this trend has shown a disturbing reversal; -

- America's public schools are now more segregated than they were in 1970; in

- fact, they are as segregated today as they were in the 1960’s. Today more than
70% of racial and ethnic minority students nationwide currently attend public
schools that remain segregated and under-funded, and

| THEREFORE BE T RESOLVED that the NAACP shall work with its branches
. dllies and Iocal school districts to develop plans that promote our goal of raclal
o lntegratron and racral and ethnlc dlvers1ty, and

BE tT FURTHER RESOLVED that the NAACP encourages all school districts _
- across the Nation fo carefully-examine existing integration policies and, where
necessary, work to improve and amend them to ensure that they meet -

‘ constltutlonal muster rather than abandon them and

_'BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the NAACP: shaII contlnue to advocate forthe
nomination and confirmation of fair minded, balanced judges to the Supreme
. Court as well as federal Judges throughout the Unlted States

| BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED that in states where there isa constltutlonal
- requirement for every child to recetve a sound basic education, NAACP Units
- would seek to show how resegregatron with all the accompanying negative

" variable. mherently wolate thls constttutlonal rtght and -

O BEIT FINALLY RESOLVED that the NAACP reaffirms its long standlng

- advocacy for quality integrated education for all children, and shall also continue

- to use its local, state, regional and national resources to address the system|c -
racism that compounds the need for school mtegratlon '
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