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Founded in 1915, the Dayton Branch of the National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) is the oldest and largest Civil and

Human Rights organization in the Dayton Region. Our members, volunteers,

office staff, organizers, committee chairs, X and Facebook friends continue to

fight for social justice for ALL Americans. We hope you will be enlightened as

you view our latest edition of The Dayton Branch Chronicle.

The Dayton Branch NAACP vision is to fulfill the Dream of the Civil Rights Act of

1964 by capitalizing on the 2nd “A” of the NAACP, which stands for

ADVANCEMENT. We encourage you to join us and participate fully in this work

for a better, stronger, engaged community.

INFORM | EDUCATE | EMPOWER
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Fellow Citizens,

In celebration of Women's History Month, we took the opportunity to spotlight the incredible achievements of

women in our community each day. By doing so, we honor their legacies, ensuring they are remembered for

generations to come, and celebrate the diverse talents they contribute across various industries, including the

NAACP.

I would also like to extend my heartfelt congratulations to Lady Tiwona L. Foward on receiving the Eta Phi Beta

Sorority, Inc. Heart of Gold Award. A distinguished second-generation educator, dedicated community advocate,

and servant leader, Lady Tiwona’s life is a testament to the values of faith, family, and service. Her journey has

been deeply influenced by her late mother, Lorraine Parker Branham, a beloved educator in Dayton Public

Schools. Her mother’s unwavering passion for teaching inspired Tiwona to view education not just as a

profession, but as a ministry that brings hope and opportunity to all. With over twenty-five years of experience in

education, Lady Tiwona continues to make a profound impact in her field.

Additionally, I had the privilege of meeting with law student Michaele Townsend to discuss an externship program

opportunity. Our conversation focused on creating more pathways for students, especially those 
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Chronical Message From The President

D r .  D e r r i c k  L .  F o w a r d ,  P r e s i d e n t
“ O u r  S u c c e s s  i s  I n f l u e n c e d  b y  Y o u r  A c t i o n s ! ”

“ Z e r o  D o l l a r s ,  Z e r o  C e n t s ! ”

from underrepresented backgrounds, to gain valuable experience and mentorship in their careers. Investing in young talent is vital for ensuring the future of

our community is bright. Michaele will gain hands-on experience working alongside Dayton Branch NAACP investigators.

I had the honor of serving as a judge for the Dayton Public Schools Round 2 and Round 3 Debates, featuring Charity Adams vs. E.J. Bown and Thurgood

vs. Meadowdale. It was inspiring to witness young people engage in critical discussions on issues like whether free speech should be limited when it incites

hate or violence, and whether raising the minimum wage can help reduce unemployment and poverty. These students showed not just intelligence and

critical thinking, but also a strong commitment to shaping the future.

I also had the privilege of speaking at the Jefferson Township Board Meeting, thanking outgoing Superintendent Dr. Rusty Clifford for his service and

welcoming incoming Superintendent Ronda Welch. Education is vital to community empowerment, and I look forward to further collaboration.

Additionally, I was deeply honored to speak at the No Kings Rally. I stood before the crowd and shared the powerful truth that we built this nation, we bled

for this nation, and we are this nation. This moment was a call to action, one that resonates deeply within me. I emphasized the importance of our collective

power: today, we march. Tomorrow, we organize. And in November, we vote. Dayton, I told them, this is our moment. This is our time to rise and protect the

democracy we've fought for, built, and bled for. We are the ones who can shape the future, and it starts now. This is our season to ensure that our voices,

our rights, and our freedom are defended. Let’s not allow this moment slip by. Let’s show up, stand up, and make sure our democracy remains strong for

generations to come.

Looking ahead, the work we do today lays the foundation for a more inclusive, equitable society. Whether through strengthening educational partnerships,

investing in future leaders, or preserving our history, every action contributes to the larger vision of social justice. I am proud to have contributed to these

efforts in March and remain committed to this work in the months ahead. Together, we will continue building toward a just and equitable future for all.

Your community servant,

Dr. Derrick L. Foward

“Move Forward With Foward”
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The Dayton

Branch NAACP

membership is

down 3.35% MTD

vs previous year.
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D i n a h  M .  W i l l i a m s  
C h a i r ,  M e m b e r s h i p  a n d  L i f e  M e m b e r s h i p  C o m m i t t e e

Membership & Life Membership

Subscribing Silver Life Members

J u d g e  G e r a l d  P a r k e r ,  J r .
S i l v e r  L i f e  M e m b e r
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The Labor and Industry Committee

and the Criminal Justice Committee

worked together to investigate 12

complaints of discrimination, down

64.71% vs previous year MTD.

The top 4 types of complaints were

as follows:

Employment - 50.00%

Housing - 33.33%

Healthcare - 15.38%

Over Prosecution - 8.33%
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D a v i d  K .  G r e e r ,  S r .  
C h a i r ,  L a b o r  &  I n d u s t r y  C o m m i t t e e

R e v .  D r .  D a v i d  I .  F o x  
C h a i r ,  C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  C o m m i t t e e

Civil Rights Complaints

Dr. Morris L. Brown
Investigator

Chris R. Cortner
Investigator

Rev. Dr. David I. Fox
Investigator

David K. Greer, Sr.
Investigator

Housing Discrimination
The Ohio Civil Rights Commission investigates charges of discrimination in housing within the

state of Ohio. The investigations cover all aspects of housing, including but not limited to:

renting, leasing or subleasing, 

negotiating for sale or rental,

terms, conditions, or privileges for sale or rental

printing and publishing of advertisements,

reasonable accommodations in housing,

reasonable modifications in housing,

mortgage lending,

homeowner's insurance

Can I File a Charge of Discrimination?

To determine if your complaint can be investigated by the Ohio Civil Rights Commission, please

answer the following questions: 

Is the act of discrimination related to a housing transaction or property within the state of

Ohio?

Did the act of discrimination happen within one (1) year from the date you are filing the

charge?

Do you think the action taken is related to your race, color, sex, religion, disability, national

origin, ancestry, familial status (presence of minor(s) under the age of 18 or due to somebody

in the family being pregnant), military status or in retaliation for engaging in a protected

activity (protesting discrimination or participating in an investigation into discrimination)?

If you answered yes to all three questions above, you can file a charge of discrimination with the

Ohio Civil Rights Commission. Even if you did not answer yes to all three, you can still file a

charge and the OCRC will determine if the matter is jurisdictional and will proceed accordingly.

Click here to file a Charge of Housing Discrimination online. Please note: An email address is

required to file a charge online. Email will be used during the investigation process for

communication with OCRC staff and sharing of documentation. If you do not have an email

address, you can file a charge by mail or in-person. 

G a r y  J .  L e p p l a ,  E s q .  
C h a i r ,  L e g a l  R e d r e s s  C o m m i t t e e

Gary J. Leppla, Esq.
Advisor

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcms.civ.ohio.gov%2FWebForm%2FUnityForm.aspx%3Fd1%3DAZN%252be%252bIn0fB8Btk%252bUj710I4yse8whc2k%252b%252fwLgrmR9vg1ZQzVzi%252b8XNpbRtc0V4XVgtq5pxOl6jweeTdcKq5EvbZYnNnbS0jEZSH60xxRKpYN31ENW7yqxOp2VReegJJud8uoC5PtAVM8dfLNkNlcBQ%252bqYUyNvyXsZPC0hoD5E5BwZ19lDYeHHuUwKINGkTx6G1BYZRPy%252ftNfp8NfIJ8XvteBMNVQuUtrw8sIF20JgnGzxmq7VsKFBCbl0uz2npGJ3cqxmSTOBAJ8T2JzxoEk6Cs%253d&data=05%7C01%7CSani.Siric%40civ.ohio.gov%7C21a4621e4b374348922b08db7325ac3b%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638230377858310245%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P3HQ7uzlZjuOnICHdRH2rdVsKpR6xTEEB9vYqfXq3yE%3D&reserved=0
https://civ.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/civr/how-to-file-a-charge/filing-a-charge/by-mail-ra/2-by-mail
https://civ.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/civr/how-to-file-a-charge/filing-a-charge/in-person-ra/3-in-person
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Scott E. Barwick, Chair, Prison Branch, moderated a

panel discussion titled, “From Prison to Prosperity!” This

monthly community meeting was held at Grace United

Methodist Church on March 23, 2026.

The distinguished guest panelists wereQuinnan Howard,

Re-entry Program Manager, Montgomery County Office

of Re-entry; Shareka Gibson, Founder & CEO, HYMS

&HYLS Mentoring & Tutoring; Anthony E. Barwick, II,

CEO, Privileged Paws Pet Services; Gregory West,

CEO, Felons With a Future; and the Honorable Gerald

Parker, Judge, Montgomery County Court of Common

Pleas.

Educated over 1,827 citizens during this town hall via

online.
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MARCH 2026

The Dayton Branch

Chronicle Prison Branch

President Foward & Chairman Barwick 

Speaks to Graduates of Judge Gerald Parker Kushinda Court
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General Membership Meeting

MARCH 2026

The Dayton Branch

Chronicle
President, Vice Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer

Providing Updates to the General Membership
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MARCH 2026

The Dayton Branch

Chronicle Education

President Foward Reads African American History Book & Presents to

Tipp City Elementary School Students
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MARCH 2026

The Dayton Branch

Chronicle Education

President Foward Provided Remarks During Jefferson Township Local Schools District Board Meeting and Thanked

Outgoing Superintendent Dr. Rusty Clifford for his Partnership and Congratulated Incoming Superintendent Ronda Welch
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MARCH 2026
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Lauretta Williams Former Education Chair and President Foward 

Attend Dayton Public Schools Ford Next Generation Learning Official Designation Ceremony
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Lauretta Williams Former Education Chair and President Foward 

Attend Dayton Public Schools Ford Next Generation Learning Official Designation Ceremony
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MARCH 2026
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VP Tom Roberts, along with Dayton NAACP Hall of Freedom Award-winning Courageous Activist Amaha Sellassie

Held a Community Conversation on the “Beloved Community” at the International Peace Museum
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MARCH 2026

The Dayton Branch

Chronicle Political Action

Members of our Executive Committee Attends the No King Rally at Courthouse Square

President Foward Delivered a Powerful Speech During the Rally, Urging Attendees to use Our Collective Voting Power on

November 3, 2026!
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Members of our Executive Committee Attends the No King Rally at Courthouse Square

President Foward Delivered a Powerful Speech During the Rally, Urging Attendees to use Our Collective Voting Power on

November 3, 2026!
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MARCH 2026
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Chronicle Supporting Partner Organizations

Served as Judge During Dayton Public Schools Round 2 Debate Competition

Charity Adams vs. E.J. Brown
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MARCH 2026

The Dayton Branch

Chronicle Supporting Partner Organizations

Served as Judge During Dayton Public Schools Round 3 Debate Competition

Thurgood vs. Meadowdale
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VP White and National Council of Negro Women (NCNW) Dayton Section Leadership Team

Participated in the 6888 Central Postal Battalion Observation Day at Wilberforce University
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MARCH 2026
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Chronicle Supporting Partner Organizations

President Foward & Assistant Treasurer Bolden Invited by Dayton Destination & 

President Roberts Invited by Miami Valley Urban League 

to Participate in the NCAA Hoopla and First Four at UD Arena
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MARCH 2026

The Dayton Branch

Chronicle Supporting Partner Organizations

President Foward Speaks With Dr. James Zogby, Founder and President of the Arab American Institute,

along with Ohio State Rep. Munira Yasin Abdullahi, During the Arab Social Association Community Iftar 
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MARCH 2026
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Chronicle Awards & Honors

Lady Tiwona L. Foward 

Advisor, Move Foward Thurgood Marshall HSC & Chair, Women in the NAACP (WIN)

Recipient of the Eta Phi Beta Sorority “Heart of Gold Award”
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Lady Tiwona L. Foward 

Advisor, Move Foward Thurgood Marshall HSC & Chair, Women in the NAACP (WIN)

Recipient of the Eta Phi Beta Sorority “Heart of Gold Award”
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MARCH 2026
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Chronicle Awards & Honors

President Foward Presents Citation of Honor and Welcomes Businesses into the Century (100) Club

Evans Dealer Group

Esther Price Candies
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NAACP Dayton Headquarters
Dr. Gloria J. Foward, Former Chair of the Religious Affairs Committee,

Makes Surprise Visit to the Dayton NAACP Headquarters While in Dayton

In the Spotlight

Labertha Williams is a retired Air Force veteran

with over 20 years of service and an active

community member. She is deeply involved in

various initiatives, including feeding the

homeless, organizing food and clothing drives,

and hosting fundraising events. These efforts

support causes such as cancer research,

minority issues, and women’s empowerment,

with a special focus on supporting female

veterans in the local community.
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Chronicle In the News
Chairman Scott E. Barwick 

Moderates Panel Discussion

“From Prison to Prosperity”
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City of Dayton 

No Kings Rally & March
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N A A C P D A Y T O N . O R G

April 3, 2026

Good Friday Easter Ham Distribution 

April 6, 2026 

Voter Registration Deadline for May 5 Primary / Special

Election

April 10-11, 2026 

Region III Civil Rights Advocacy Training Institute (CRATI)

April 11, 2026

ACT-SO Day of the Stars

April 20, 2026

Executive Committee Meeting

April 27, 2026 

General Membership Meeting 

& Criminal Justice Committee Presentation 

MARCH 2026

The Dayton Branch

Chronicle
Upcoming Events

Inform | Educate | Empower

Dr. Derrick L. Foward, President

915 Salem Ave., Dayton, OH 45402

Office Telephone: (937) 222-2172 |

naacp3181@sbcglobal.net |

naacpdayton.org

Stay Informed!
Get Educated!

Be Empowered!

Mycah A. Pollard, Chair, Communications, Press, Publicity & Technology

Fully Committed!

President Foward & Lady Tiwona 
As we celebrate the hope and renewal that Easter brings, we

are reminded that Jesus is the reason for the season. His

sacrifice and resurrection give us the ultimate promise of faith,

family, and community. May this season fill your hearts with

peace, joy, and the blessing of new beginnings. In the spirit of

giving, the Dayton Branch NAACP will be distributing hams on

Good Friday to support those in need. Wishing you and your

loved ones a blessed and joyful Easter!

https://www.instagram.com/daytonunitnaacp/
https://www.facebook.com/DaytonUnitNAACP
https://twitter.com/DaytonUnitNAACP
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